
 

UN scientists see grim future if no climate
action
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UN scientists are set to deliver their darkest report yet on the impacts of climate
change, pointing to a future stalked by floods, drought, conflict and economic
damage if carbon emissions go untamed

UN scientists are set to deliver their darkest report yet on the impacts of
climate change, pointing to a future stalked by floods, drought, conflict
and economic damage if carbon emissions go untamed.

A draft of their report, seen by AFP, is part of a massive overview by
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the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), likely to shape
policies and climate talks for years to come.

Scientists and government representatives will meet in Yokohama,
Japan, from Tuesday to hammer out a 29-page summary. It will be
unveiled with the full report on March 31.

"We have a lot clearer picture of impacts and their consequences...
including the implications for security," said Chris Field of the United
States' Carnegie Institution, who headed the probe.

The work comes six months after the first volume in the long-awaited
Fifth Assessment Report declared scientists were more certain than ever
that humans caused global warming.

It predicted global temperatures would rise 0.3-4.8 degrees Celsius
(0.5-8.6 degrees Fahrenheit) this century, adding to roughly 0.7 C since
the Industrial Revolution. Seas will creep up by 26-82 centimetres
(10.4-32.8 inches) by 2100.

The draft warns costs will spiral with each additional degree, although it
is hard to forecast by how much.

Warming of 2.5 C over pre-industrial times—0.5 C more than the UN's
target—may cost 0.2-2.0 percent of global annual income, a figure that
could amount to hundreds of billions of dollars each year.

"The assessments that we can do at the moment probably still
underestimate the actual impacts of future climate change," said Jacob
Schewe of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK) in
Germany, who was not involved in the IPCC drafting.

Many scientists concurred, he said, that recent heatwaves and floods
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were evidence of climate change already on the march—and a harbinger
of a future in which once-freakish weather events become much less
rare.
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Among the perils listed in the draft are these:

— FLOODING: Rising greenhouse-gas emissions will "significantly"
boost the risk of floods, with Europe and Asia particularly exposed. In
the highest warming scenarios of untamed greenhouse gas emissions,
three times as many people will be exposed to severe river flooding as
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with lower warming.

- DROUGHT: For every 1 C (1.8 F) rise in temperature, another seven
percent of the world's population will see renewable water resources
decline by a fifth.

- RISING SEAS: If no measures are taken, "hundreds of millions" of
coastal dwellers will be displaced by 2100. Small-island states and East,
Southeast and South Asia will be the biggest land-losers.

- HUNGER: Average yields of wheat, rice and corn may fall by two
percent per decade, while demand for crops is likely to rise by up to 14
percent by 2050 as Earth's population grows. The crunch will hit poor,
tropical countries worst.

- SPECIES LOSS: A "large fraction" of land and freshwater species may
risk extinction, their habitat destroyed by climate change.

Security threat

Poverty, migration and hunger are invisible drivers of turbulence and
war, as they sharpen competition for dwindling resources, the report
warns.

"Climate change over the 21st century will lead to new challenges to
states and will increasingly shape national security policies," its draft
summary says.
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"Small-island states and other states highly vulnerable to sea-level rise
face major challenges to their territorial integrity.

"Some transboundary impacts of climate change, such as changes in sea
ice, shared water resources and migration of fish stocks, have the
potential to increase rivalry among states. The presence of robust
institutions can manage many of these rivalries to reduce conflict risk."

By reducing carbon emissions "over the next few decades", the world
can stave off many of the worst climate consequences by century's end,
says the report.
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The IPCC will issue a third volume, on strategies for tackling carbon
emissions, in Berlin on April 13.

The panel has issued four previous "assessment reports" in its quarter-
century history.
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Each has sounded a louder drumbeat of warning about the gigatonnes of
carbon dioxide spewed by traffic, power stations and other fossil-fuel
burners and methane from deforestation and farming.

The Yokohama volume goes further than its predecessors in forecasting
regional impacts in greater detail and emphasising the risk of conflict
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and rising seas.

The IPCC's last big report in 2007 helped unleash political momentum
leading to the 2009 UN climate summit in Copenhagen. But its
reputation was dented by several mistakes, seized upon by climate
skeptics as proof of bias.
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