
 

Rare female crocodile suffocated during
mating in Dutch zoo
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Undated handout photo obtained on March 19, 2014 shows the Malaysian false
gharial female crocodile which was killed during mating at a zoo in Amsterdam

A very rare and endangered female crocodile has died of suffocation in a
Dutch zoo during attempted mating with a "dominant" male partner, the
zoo said on Wednesday.

"In the end she couldn't handle the dominant mating behaviour of the
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male gavial," Amsterdam's Artis zoo said in a statement of the false
gavial (Tomistoma schlegelii) crocodile, introduced in October as part of
a breeding programme.

During mating, the male false gavial holds the female down with his
mouth "to show his superiority", the zoo said, stressing that the female
had "accepted this behaviour".

"She eventually died of suffocation," the zoo said, with multiple bites all
over her body, in particular around the neck.

There are only an estimated 2,500 false gavial left in the world. The
crocodile is native to Malaysia, southern Myanmar and Indonesia's
Borneo, Java and Sumatra.

The zoo had for years had a male and female false gavial but they did
not mate and so they introduced another female, who died.

In the wild male false gavials can mate with multiple females.

Only 10 zoos in Europe have a captive false gavial.

© 2014 AFP

Citation: Rare female crocodile suffocated during mating in Dutch zoo (2014, March 19)
retrieved 11 July 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2014-03-rare-female-crocodile-suffocated-
dutch.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/zoo/
https://phys.org/tags/females/
https://phys.org/news/2014-03-rare-female-crocodile-suffocated-dutch.html
https://phys.org/news/2014-03-rare-female-crocodile-suffocated-dutch.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

