
 

NASA sees Tropical Cyclone Gillian reborn
near Java
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NASA's Aqua satellite captured Tropical Cyclone Gillian's rebirth near Java on
March 21 at 06:55 UTC. Credit: NRL/NASA

NASA's Aqua satellite passed over the reborn tropical cyclone known as
Gillian on March 21 and captured a visible image of the storm, located
just south of the island of Java.

Java is highly populated island of Indonesia that includes the capital city
of Jakarta. Java is divided into four provinces, East, West and Central
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Java and Banten. There are also two special regions of Java called
Jakarta and Yogyakarta.

The MODIS instrument that flies aboard Aqua captured a visible image
of Gillian on March 21 at 06:55 UTC/2:55 a.m. EDT. The image showed
bands of thunderstorms wrapping around the center of circulation that
stretched from the north to the east and southwest. Only the
northwestern quadrant appeared to have a fragmented band. The
NOAA-19 polar orbiting satellite showed that Gillian is a symmetric and
compact system with improved central convection.

Gillian initially formed on March 10 in the northern Gulf of Carpentaria,
part of the Southern Pacific Ocean. After a brief landfall in
Queensland's Cape York Peninsula it weakened to a remnant low, moved
northwest and entered the Southern Indian Ocean where it just re-
formed into a tropical storm.

At 0900 UTC/5 a.m. EDT, Tropical Cyclone Gillian's maximum
sustained winds were near 35 knots/40 mph/62 kph. It was centered near
9.6 south and 108.2 east, just south of Java and about 834 nautical
miles/959.8 miles/1,545 km north-northwest of Learmonth, Australia.
Gillian was moving to the west at 16 knots/18.4 mph/ 29.6 kph.

The Indonesian Tropical Cyclone Warning Center in Jakarta has issued
watches and warnings across parts of Java and Sumatra for heavy rain
and rough surf.

Gillian is expected to move west and once past Christmas Island, the
Australian Bureau of Meteorology and the Joint Typhoon Warning
Center expect it to move southwest while intensifying to hurricane-force
over open waters of the Southern Indian Ocean.
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