
 

NASA satellite sees Tropical Cyclone Gillian
return to remnant low status

March 18 2014

  
 

  

The MODIS instrument aboard NASA's Aqua satellite captured this visible
image of Gilian's remnants moving through the Arafura Sea, north of Top End,
Northern Territory on March 17, 2014. Credit: NRL/NASA

NASA's Aqua satellite captured a visible image of Tropical Cyclone
Gillian's remnants in the southern Arafura Sea today, as it passes north
of Australia's "Top End."

During the week of March 10, Tropical Cyclone Gillian formed in the

1/3



 

northern Gulf of Carpentaria and made a brief landfall on the Western
Cape York Peninsula, weakening to a remnant low. After re-emerging in
the Gulf, Gillian became a tropical storm again and by March 17 had
again weakened to a remnant low as it exited the Gulf and moved into
the Arafura Sea.

The MODIS or Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer
instrument aboard NASA's Aqua satellite captured a visible image of
Gillian's remnants moving through the Arafura Sea, north of Top End,
Northern Territory at 04:05 UTC/12:05 a.m. EDT on March 17, 2014.

According to the Joint Typhoon Warning Center, an image from
NOAA's NOAA-19 polar orbiting satellite on March 17 at 02:50 UTC
showed that the low-level circulation center of Gillian is ill-defined and
that there is weak banding of thunderstorms around it. The system is also
surrounded by dry air, which is further sapping the storm's ability to
generate the thunderstorms that make up the tropical cyclone. Satellite
data from the Advanced Scatterometer (ASCAT) that flies aboard the
EUMETSAT METOP-A satellite showed that 10 to 15 knot/11.5 to 17.2
mph/ 18.5 to 27.7 kph winds were only seen over the western side of the
storm.

On Monday, March 17. 2014, the Australian Bureau of Meteorology
noted that Ex-Tropical Cyclone Gillian was located at 10 pm CST (local
time, Darwin) near 10.2 south and 134.2 east, about 127.4 miles/205 km
north of Maningrida and 127.4 miles/205 km east northeast of Croker
Island. Gillian's remnants are moving west at 8.6 knots/9.9 mph//16 km
per hour.

ABM expects Ex-Tropical Cyclone Gillian to continue moving to the
west and is forecast to remain well to the north of the Top End coast.
The north coast of the Northern Territory is not expected to receive gale-
force winds.
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Satellite data shows that rainfall and convection has been pushed to the
western side of the center of circulation. Because of the wind shear, the
ABM does not expect strengthening.
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