
 

Tropical Cyclone Edilson birth caught by
NASA's Aqua satellite
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NASA's Aqua satellite captured this visible image of Tropical Cyclone Edilson
in the Southern Indian Ocean on Feb. 5 at 09:50 UTC, north of the islands of
Mauritius and La Reunion (left). Credit: NASA Goddard MODIS Rapid
Response

The thirteenth tropical cyclone of the Southern Pacific Ocean season
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formed into a tropical storm named Edilson on February 5 shortly before
NASA's Aqua satellite passed overhead. Edilson is threatening several
land areas.

A Class I Cyclone Warning is now in effect for Rodrigues Island and a
Class II Cyclone Warning is in effect for Mauritius. Edilson formed to
the northern of Mauritius and is moving south.

At 09:50 UTC/4:50 a.m. EST on February 5, NASA's Aqua satellite
passed over Edilson and the Moderate Resolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer or MODIS instrument captured a visible image of the
storm. The MODIS image showed a large broken band of thunderstorms
to the north, and a large band of storms from the east, wrapping into the
low-level center of circulation. Edilson's center was to the northeast of
the islands of Mauritius and La Reunion, and Edilson's eastern quadrant
had spread clouds over Rodrigues Island of the Republic of Mauritius.

The Atmospheric Infrared Sounder or AIRS instrument also aboard
NASA's Aqua satellite captured infrared data on Edilson at the same
time that showed strong thunderstorms with heavy rain potential around
and north of the center. Cloud top temperatures in those areas were in
excess of -63F/-52C.

On February 5 at 1500 UTC/10 a.m. EST, Edilson had maximum
sustained winds near 40 knots/46 mph/73 kph. The center of the tropical
storm was about 297 nautical miles/341.8 miles/550 km northeast of
Saint Denis, La Reunion Island, near 18.9 south latitude and 60.0 east
longitude. Edilson is moving to the south at 8 knots/9.2 mph/14.8 kph.
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NASA's Aqua satellite captured this infrared image of Tropical Cyclone Edilson
on Feb. 5 at 09:47 UTC showing strong thunderstorms with heavy rain potential
around and north of the center. Credit: NASA JPL, Ed Olsen

Edilson is moving along the western edge of a mid-layered subtropical
ridge (elongated area) of high pressure situated to the east of the tropical
storm. As Edilson continues tracking along the high, it will begin to
move more southward over the coming days.

The Joint Typhoon Warning Center expects Edilson to intensify to
hurricane force briefly before weakening.

Provided by NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center
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