
 

Next 15 years vital for taming warming: UN
panel
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L-R: Panelists Jonathan Lynn, Michel Jarraud, Rajendra K Pacahauri, Thomas
Stocker and Dahe Qin present the first volume of its Fifth Assessment Report of
scientific evidence for climate change on September 27, 2013 in Stockholm

The next 15 years will be vital in determining whether global warming
can be limited to 2C (3.6F) by 2100, with energy and transport
presenting the heftiest challenges, according to a draft UN report.

"Delaying mitigation through 2030 will increase the challenges.... and
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reduce the options," warns a summary of the report seen by AFP.

The draft is the third volume in a long-awaited trilogy by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), a Nobel-winning
group of scientists.

Major efforts are needed to brake the growth in carbon emissions for a
good chance to limit warming to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees
Fahrenheit) by 2100, says the summary.

"(It) would entail global consumption losses of one to four percent in
2030, two to six percent in 2050 and two to 12 percent in 2100," the
29-page summary says.

These costs do not factor in benefits, such as growth in new areas of the
economy, or savings from avoiding some of the worst impacts of climate
change.

The estimates are based on the assumption that "all countries of the
world" begin curbing carbon emissions immediately and that there are
"well-functioning markets" to establish a single global price for carbon.

The report looks at options, but makes no recommendations, for
mitigating greenhouse gases that are driving the climate-change crisis by
trapping solar heat and warming Earth's surface.
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Harvester-threshers can be seen in front of the Frimmersdorf power station on
August 10, 2010 in Grevenbroich, western Germany

The final version of the document is due to be thrashed out at a meeting
in Berlin in April.

The trilogy is the IPCC's long-awaited Fifth Assessment Report, the first
great overview of the causes and effects of global warming, and options
for dealing with it, since 2007.

The draft document notes that global emissions of greenhouse gases
surged by an average 2.2 percent per year between 2000 and 2010,
compared to 1.3 percent per year over the entire 30-year period between
1970 and 2000.

"The global economic crisis 2007-2008 has temporarily reduced
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emissions but not changed the trend," it says.

Members of the UN, in global negotiations, have endorsed the goal of
limiting warming over pre-industrial levels to 2C, but not set a date for
achieving it.

Some experts say that on current trends, warming by 2100 could be 4C
(7.2F) or higher, spelling drought, flood, storms and hunger for millions.

Over the past decade, more than three-quarters of the annual increase in 
greenhouse gas emissions came from energy (47 percent) and industry
(30 percent), led in particular by activity in emerging giant economies,
says the summary.

Emissions from the energy supply sector are on track to almost double or
even triple by 2050 compared to 2010, unless there are major changes.

These include gains in efficiency, a bigger switch to renewables
or—provided obstacles can be overcome—widening the use of bio-
energy and carbon capture at power plants.

A similar warning is sounded for transport, where CO2 emissions could
double by 2050 from 2010 without changes to fuel consumption
patterns.
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