
 

Google privacy case can be heard in UK,
court rules
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Google logo is seen through windows of Moscone Center in San Francisco on
June 28, 2012

Britain's High Court ruled on Thursday that a group of Internet users can
sue US tech giant Google over an alleged breach of privacy legislation.

The California-based Internet giant had applied to have the case thrown
out on the grounds that a British court has no jurisdiction to deal with it.
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The Internet users accuse Google of bypassing security settings on
Apple's Safari browser to track their browsing and target them with
personalised adverts.

High Court judge Michael Tugendhat ruled that British courts were the
"appropriate jurisdiction" to try their claims.

"I am satisfied that there is a serious issue to be tried in each of the
claimant's claims for misuse of private information," Tugendhat said.

"The claimants have clearly established that this jurisdiction is the
appropriate one in which to try each of the above claims."

The case was brought by the Safari Users Against Google's Secret
Tracking group, which includes a publisher and two IT security company
directors.

"The Google argument that any trial should take place in California has
not been accepted by the judge," a spokesman for the group said.

Google said it would ask Britain's Court of Appeal to hear its case.

"A case almost identical to this one was dismissed in its entirety three
months ago in the US," a spokeswoman said.

"We still don't think that this case meets the standards required in the
UK for it to go to trial, and we'll be appealing today's ruling."

Google faces privacy cases in a number of countries.

Last week, France's data protection watchdog fined the US giant
150,000 euros ($204,000)—the maximum possible—for failing to
comply with its privacy guidelines.

2/3



 

© 2014 AFP

Citation: Google privacy case can be heard in UK, court rules (2014, January 16) retrieved 26
June 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2014-01-google-privacy-case-heard-uk.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2014-01-google-privacy-case-heard-uk.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

