
 

Startup rolls out earlybird offer for
Copenhagen Wheel (w/ Video)

December 3 2013, by Nancy Owano

  
 

  

Superpedestrian, a Cambridge-based start-up, started making the
Copenhagen Wheel available for preorders on Tuesday. According to the
company, shipping begins spring 2014. For those following the
development of the Copenhagen Wheel, this is news, as the wheel, which
is designed to turn ordinary bicycles into smart electric hybrids, first 
made its debut in 2009 at the UN Climate Change Conference. A key
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feature of the device is that it can compensate with additional power
whenever needed. Riding with the Copenhagen Wheel in place, the user
can capture the energy dissipated while braking and cycling and save it
for times when a boost is needed.

The device is powered by a removable 48-volt lithium battery. The
battery charge time is four hours, according to the site. The device is
offered in 26-inch bicycle wheel size but the company said it plans to
add more wheel sizes in future releases. The company also said that,
while presently selling only the wheel, it will soon sell both the wheel and
bikes already equipped with the Copenhagen Wheel. All actuation of the
wheel is automatic by way of the pedals, through sensing and control
algorithms.

When the rider pedals harder, such as when going uphill, the
Copenhagen Wheel pushes with increasing power. The product gets
especially interesting when used along with a smartphone though the 
wheel can work without a phone.

With the phone, the Copenhagen Wheel becomes a personal trainer with
feedback on exercise goals and fitness, and as a reporter, telling the user
about traffic congestion and pollution levels. The company uses a
Bluetooth 4.0 wireless protocol.

The "earlybird" price is listed as $699.
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The company also has begun offering a special developers edition.
Software developers are invited to develop creative applications for the
user community. As part of this deal, along with the Copenhagen Wheel
developers get access to the API, developer support, and subscription to
a developer newsletter.

The Copenhagen Wheel's roots are at MIT, where the technology was
developed as a research project in a four-year process at the MIT
SENSEable City Lab. Superpedestrian is a venture-backed company,
and, like MIT, is in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Locale is not the only
similarity; the company was founded in late 2012 by Assaf Biderman,
associate director at MIT's SENSEable City Lab, and a co-inventor of
the Copenhagen Wheel. Superpedestrian acquired the exclusive rights
from MIT to commercialize the design. With a license from MIT, the
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team is now ready to accept orders. According to the company, it can
ship to most countries.

  More information: www.superpedestrian.com/

© 2013 Phys.org

Citation: Startup rolls out earlybird offer for Copenhagen Wheel (w/ Video) (2013, December 3)
retrieved 28 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2013-12-startup-earlybird-copenhagen-wheel-video.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

4/4

https://phys.org/tags/company/
https://www.superpedestrian.com/
https://phys.org/news/2013-12-startup-earlybird-copenhagen-wheel-video.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

