
 

NASA sees Tropical Depression 30W
affecting central Philippines
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NASA's Aqua satellite passed over Tropical Depression 30W on Nov. 4 at 0529
UTC/12:29 a.m. EDT as it was exiting Visayas, central Philippines. The purple
areas indicate coldest cloud tops with potential for heavy rainfall. Credit: NASA
JPL, Ed Olsen

Tropical Depression 30W formed and moved through Visayas,
Philippines. NASA's Aqua satellite captured an infrared image of the
depression that showed it had some potential for heavy rain while
moving through the central Philippines.

NASA's Aqua satellite passed over Tropical Depression 30W, known
locally as "Wilma," on Nov. 4 at 0529 UTC/12:29 a.m. EDT/1:29 p.m.
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Philippines local time as it was moving through Visayas, central
Philippines. The coldest cloud tops with potential for heavy rainfall were
as cold as -63F/-52C and covered Visayas and extended west to Palawan.
Palawan is an island province of the Philippines, west of Visayas.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) noted on Nov. 4 that the depression
weakened to a low pressure area by 5 p.m. local time. At that time the
center of the low was about 9.3 miles/15 km southwest of Tagbilaran
City and was bringing rains and gusty winds to Visayas and Mindanao.

Local radar at 1:30 p.m. EST/18:30 UTC on Nov. 4/2:30 a.m. local time,
Nov. 5, showed the heaviest precipitation had moved west of Visayas
and was in part over northern Palawan as it headed further west into the
South China Sea.

At 2 p.m. local time/1 a.m. EST, PAGASA issued the final bulletin on
former Tropical Depression 30W. At that time, the center of the low
pressure area was about 19.8 miles/32 km southeast of Tagbilaran City.

Now that former Tropical Depression 30W was wrapping up for the
Philippines, residents of Visayas are keeping a close eye on Tropical
Storm Haiyan moving their way from the east.

This isn't the end of Tropical Depression 30W, however. Now that it is
in the warm waters of the South China Sea, the Joint Typhoon Warning
Center expects it to re-strengthen. On Nov. 4 at 1500 UTC/10 a.m. EST,
maximum sustained winds were near 30 knots/34.5 mph/55.5 kph and it
had regained its status as a depression. It was located near 13.4 north and
93.4 east, about 267 nautical miles east of Puerto Princesa, Philippines.
It was moving quickly to the west at 21 knots/24.1 mph/38.8 kph and is
expected to reach tropical storm strength in the next day or two.

2/3

https://phys.org/tags/tropical+storm/


 

The Joint Typhoon Warning Center forecast brings the depression to
southern Vietnam for a landfall sometime on Nov. 6.

Provided by NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center
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