
 

Marine project advances global progress on
renewable energy
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A multi-million Euro project has advanced global progress on capturing
tidal and wave energy thus bringing the EU closer to its target of
generating 20% of its energy consumption from renewable sources by
2020.
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Co-ordinated by University College Cork, Ireland, the EUR 11 million
initiative with the help of EUR 9 million in EU funding - MARINET -
provides marine energy development companies, entrepreneurs, start-ups
and researchers with free, fully funded access to marine energy experts
and the world's leading wave, tidal and offshore-wind test facilities.

EU Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science Máire
Geoghegan-Quinn said: 'MARINET is a model of success and
demonstrates what the EU can achieve in terms of collaboration and
sharing knowledge transnationally. Whilst marine energy is a hugely
desirable electricity source, it is very costly to develop and test these
renewable energy technologies. By providing fully funded access to the
world-class test facilities that exist throughout the EU, the MARINET
initiative is clearly accelerating the development and commercial
deployment of marine renewable energy technologies.'

Estimates suggest that 0.1 percent of ocean generated energy could be
capable of supplying the entire world's energy requirements five times
over. But currently it only provides a minimal amount. To develop this
vast potential MARINET focused on sharing resources and global
knowledge. The team have already prevented expensive mistakes and
unnecessary duplication by independent researchers operating
throughout the EU, saving researchers millions of Euros.

The project's EUR 11 million budget is being used to directly fund
access to international marine testing and research facilities, including
travel costs and to promote networking, testing standardisation and
research. The cost of access to world-class test facilities can range from
EUR 1 000 to over EUR 30 000 per week depending on the scale and
complexity of the facility.

Professor Tony Lewis, UCC and lead partner of MARINET explains:
'MARINET is unique in its approach to research and development. This
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is the first time that an initiative of this scale has brought together world-
class test facilities with renowned marine energy experts and academics
along with commercial operators to accelerate testing and consequently
drive more positive results.'

'By offering European-wide access to marine energy test facilities, the
best facilities and expertise in the world are being shared, which saves
several thousands and often hundreds of thousands of euro in the costs
of development, it promotes standardisation and also ensures that marine
renewable prototypes are tested in all sorts of marine conditions', he
added.

The MARINET initiative has already supported over 350 marine energy
developers and granted 412 weeks of testing at facilities located
throughout Europe. More than 100 devices have been tested for their
suitability for marine energy generation at over 30 test facilities in
Europe.

MARINET project partners and beneficiaries will disseminate their
developments in a seminar due to take place in Rome from 5th to 6th
November 2013.

Set for completion in March 2015, a final call for MARINET
applications will be issued shortly.

  More information: www.fp7-marinet.eu/

Provided by CORDIS

Citation: Marine project advances global progress on renewable energy (2013, October 31)
retrieved 25 April 2024 from

3/4

http://www.fp7-marinet.eu/


 

https://phys.org/news/2013-10-marine-advances-global-renewable-energy.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

4/4

https://phys.org/news/2013-10-marine-advances-global-renewable-energy.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

