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Since May 2012, ten Fraunhofer Institutes and numerous industrial,
commercial and municipal partners have been working together to
develop concepts for clean, efficient and life-enhancing urban
environments. Having analyzed six cities identified as global trendsetters
for systemic urban solutions, the Morgenstadt: City Insights innovation
network now presents over 100 best practices for sustainable urban
development.

Cities are the key to a sustainable future. The political and economic
foundations we lay today will determine the quality of tomorrow's
ecosystems and the extent to which we will be able to safeguard and
protect our global resources in future. Creating sustainable cities requires
technical, organizational and financial innovations, in order both to
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organize urban systems and to establish key business models. These are
created when stakeholders collaborate across disciplines to bring creative
approaches to new technologies. Fraunhofer's "Morgenstadt– city of the
future" initiative provides the space required to facilitate this kind of
innovation and active work.

The Morgenstadt: City Insights innovation network is a subproject of the
Fraunhofer initiative that has analyzed six of the world's leading cities
for systemic urban solutions since May 2012. The project team
examined over 100 best practices for sustainable urban development,
categorized into eight research sectors. This generated 50 innovative,
pioneering ideas for individual projects in smaller industrial, municipal
and research consortia. At the same time, Fraunhofer researchers are
using the results of this analysis to develop a tool with which to analyze
urban systems' future sustainability performance.

Researchers now intend to identify what action needs to be taken in
cities around the world and what their development potential is. The
Morgenstadt: City Insights innovation network's long-term objective is to
work with cities and industrial partners from January 2014 onwards to
develop holistic strategies and integrated solutions that will shape the
transformation of urban systems. Implementing this change successfully
will entail maximizing the sustainability effect city-wide while
minimizing any problems following in the wake of such fundamental
transformation. This will take place as part of various research and
implementation projects. Fraunhofer research concepts are benefitting
industrial, municipal and research consortia in national and international
city projects. A strong alliance between industry and cities will ensure
that selected reference projects raise the international profile of this
work at the whole-city level.

The innovation network is based on long-term cooperation between
industry, the research community and cities. Among the 32 partners in
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the network are companies representing various sectors, such as Bosch,
Daimler and EnBW, and cities such as Berlin, Düsseldorf and Freiburg.
An overview of all the partners is available online at 
www.morgenstadt.de/en.html. Interested companies or cities are
welcome to join the network as partners at any time.

  More information: www.iao.fraunhofer.de/images/p …
stadt_phase_2_en.pdf
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