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ForWarn follows rapidly changing forest
conditions

October 1 2013

U.S. Forest Service and partner scientists are keeping a watchful eye on
forest health. As fall colors replace the lush greenness of spring and
summer, researchers recognize telltale signs of change in healthy forests.

A new publication highlights specific examples where researchers have
used ForWarn, a state-of-the-art forest change recognition and tracking
system, to detect disturbances and track forest recovery. ForWarn uses
NASA satellite imagery to develop real-time maps that assist forest
managers in the continental United States.

Since 2010, ForWarn has detected significant coast-to-coast forest
changes, including early or delayed growing seasons in the East and
Midwest, effects of extreme drought in the Southwest, scars from
notable tornado outbreaks in the South, insect outbreaks in the
Northeast, and wildfires in the West.

Forest Service Eastern Forest Environmental Threat Assessment Center
ForWarn researcher and lead author Steve Norman believes the
publication will share insight into the system's advanced capabilities.
"Since ForWarn became operational in 2010, we've detected a broad
range of disturbances and then tracked how their effects evolved over
weeks and years," says Norman. "Having such near-real-time monitoring
capabilities for disturbance and recovery is a huge step forward that
helps us put disturbance and climate-related effects into a broader
context."
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The report introduces general and moderately technical audiences to
ForWarn and demonstrates how the web-based tool can help federal,
state, tribal, and private land managers focus time and resources as they
monitor and respond to forest disturbances.

ForWarn is a collaborative effort among federal and university partners,
and forest monitoring products are available at no cost via the Internet.

More information: www.forestthreats.org/research/tools/forwarn
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