
 

Chile: 20 condors poisoned with insecticide; 2
die (Update)
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In this Sept. 12, 2006 file photo, an Andean condor gets ready to fly away after
being released by Chilean veterinarians who cured it after finding it wounded by
poachers in Farellones, in the foothills of the Andes just outside of Santiago,
Chile. Twenty condors were apparently poisoned with insecticide that has
already killed two of the giant birds, veterinarian Eric Savard said Monday, Aug.
12, 2013. (AP Photo/Santiago Llanquin, File)

Twenty condors were apparently poisoned with insecticide that has
already killed two of the giant birds in the Chilean Andes cordillera, a
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veterinarian said Monday.

Condors have wingspans of up to 10 feet (3 meters) and can ride rising
air currents for hours without stopping. But on Sunday they began
crashing into the rocks high in the mountains near a hydroelectric plant.

Chilean officials and volunteers rescued 17 that were foaming from the
beak and were too frail to fly. Another sick condor and two dead ones
were found Monday. They were all taken to a veterinary clinic in the city
of Los Andes, some 40 miles (70 kilometers) east of the capital,
Santiago.

"The hypothesis is that they suffered organophosphate poisoning after
they were exposed to insecticides used for agriculture," veterinarian Eric
Savard, who has been treating them, told The Associated Press.

The 18 survivors are recovering with an antidote, antibiotics and saline
solution, Savard said. They will remain under intensive care for 10 days.

The Andean condor is one of the largest flying birds in the world.
Biologists estimate only a few thousand are in the wild.

© 2013 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: Chile: 20 condors poisoned with insecticide; 2 die (Update) (2013, August 12) retrieved
7 May 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2013-08-chile-condors-poisoned-insecticide-die.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2013-08-chile-condors-poisoned-insecticide-die.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

