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NASA's sun satellite launch delayed until
Thursday

June 25 2013

NASA has delayed the launch of a sun-observing satellite by a day so
that technicians can restore power to launch range equipment.

The Iris satellite was supposed to be carried aloft from California's
Vandenberg Air Force Base on Wednesday. But the launch range
recently lost electricity after an equipment failure at a utility substation
darkened much of the central coast. The problem is expected to be fixed
by Thursday evening.

Iris will ride into Earth orbit aboard a Pegasus rocket, which will be
dropped from an airplane flying over the Pacific. Once in place, it will
point its ultraviolet telescope at the sun.

It's the latest satellite designed to gaze at the sun in an effort to better
predict space weather, which can affect communication systems on
Earth.

© 2013 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: NASA's sun satellite launch delayed until Thursday (2013, June 25) retrieved 25 April
2024 from https://phys.org/news/2013-06-nasa-sun-satellite-thursday.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

171


https://phys.org/tags/earth+orbit/
https://phys.org/tags/ultraviolet+telescope/
https://phys.org/tags/space+weather/
https://phys.org/news/2013-06-nasa-sun-satellite-thursday.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

