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Wind farms get pass on eagle deaths

May 14 2013, by Dina Cappiello

It's the not-so-green secret of the nation's wind-energy boom: Spinning
turbines are killing thousands of federally protected birds, including
eagles, each year.

Each death is a federal crime. And the Obama administration has
prosecuted oil and power companies for such deaths.

But the administration has not prosecuted a single wind farm. An
Associated Press investigation has found that it shields the industry from
liability instead and helps keep the scope of the deaths secret.

The deaths force the Obama administration to choose between
supporting wind energy and enforcing laws that could slow the industry's
growth.

More than 573,000 birds are killed by the wind farms each year,
according to an estimate in a scientific journal in March.

The industry says more eagles are killed by cars, poisonings and other
causes.
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Citation: Wind farms get pass on eagle deaths (2013, May 14) retrieved 10 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2013-05-farms-eagle-deaths.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private

172


https://phys.org/tags/wind+energy/
https://phys.org/tags/wind+farms/
https://phys.org/tags/poisonings/
https://phys.org/news/2013-05-farms-eagle-deaths.html

PHYS 19X

study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

2/2


http://www.tcpdf.org

