
 

Poor more generous than rich in recession,
study shows

April 3 2013

(Phys.org) —Professor Yaojun Li, of the Institute for Social Change,
University of Manchester, analysed survey data on over 100,000 adults
in England and Wales, over ten years to 2011.

He will tell the British Sociological Association's annual conference in
London that the average people gave to charity in the four weeks before
being questioned during the year 2010/11 was £16, compared with £15
given by those questioned during 2007/08.

The £16 figure has been adjusted downwards to remove the effect of 
inflation, to allow precise comparison.

Professor Li said that in 2010/11 the poorest 20% gave 3.2% of their
gross monthly income to charity during the four weeks before they were
interviewed, and the richest 20% gave 0.9%. The remaining 60% gave
under 2%. In absolute amounts, the figures were £31.44 for the richest
20%, and £6.35 for the poorest 20%.

"An inverse relationship is found between giving and income," said
Professor Li. "While people in higher income positions are found to give
more in absolute terms in terms of pounds given, they are found to give
less as a proportion of their or their family incomes.

"Given the voluntary and altruistic nature of charitable giving, how to get
the economically well-off to 'give their fair share' – that is, to contribute
relatively more –is a challenge, if our Society is to be made Big."
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However Professor Li also found that the professional and managerial
classes tended to volunteer more in civic organisations, and also give
more money in absolute terms. For instance, during the year 2010/11,
71% of those in the highest social class volunteered, and 84% donated to
charity. These figures fell to 36% and 61% respectively for those in
routine manual work.

Other findings are:

Giving to charity as a proportion of income was highest among
people of Pakistani or Bangladeshi ethnicity, who gave 5.3% of
their monthly income in the four weeks before being questioned
during 2010/11 (or £27.33). This compared with 1.7% among
white British. However, in absolute terms, people of white
British ethnicity gave more (at £16.30) than the average (at
£16.10).
In the four weeks before interview in 2010/11, 75% of Christians
donated, compared with 63% of Muslims, 66% of atheists, and
56% of Hindus, the lowest of six categories. In terms of actual
amounts, the figures for the religious groups were £17.53 for
Christians, £10.06 for Hindus, £22.33 for Muslims, £8.94 for
Sikhs, £15.69 for Jews, Buddhists and people of other religious
affiliations, and £11.28 for atheists. Again this is in 2003 price.

"Muslims in general, and people of Pakistani or Bangladeshi origins in
particular, are shown as giving the highest proportions of their incomes
to charitable causes," said Professor Li. "People of Pakistani or
Bangladeshi origins are usually found to be amongst the poorest
communities in the country." 

Professor Li found that overall the proportion of those donating had
dropped since the beginning of the recession. Of those questioned during
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2005, 79% said they had given to charity during the four weeks prior to
interview, falling to 76% of those questioned during 2007/08 and 72% in
2010/11. But the total amount given remained approximately the same.

"Britons are overall quite generous, but the current crisis is taking a toll,"
he said. "Yet it's not all bad news – although fewer are giving, the total
amount they are giving is roughly the same.

"The claims of a broken society are not well grounded but the evidence
also shows that the government needs to do more to sustain and increase
the level of participation in civic engagement, voluntary help and
charitable giving."
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