
 

NM governor signs space travel liability bill
(Update)

April 2 2013, by Jeri Clausing

(AP)—New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez has signed legislation aimed
at saving the state's quarter-billion-dollar spaceport and retaining Virgin
Galactic as its anchor tenant.

Martinez says the new law protecting commercial space travel
companies will prevent lawsuit abuse and make it easier for the industry
to thrive in New Mexico.

Officials at Virgin Galactic and Spaceport America have been fighting
for years to get the legislation enacted, saying commercial space
companies have passed over New Mexico in favor of states with more
lenient liability exemptions.

Virgin Galactic had hinted last year that it might abandon plans to launch
its $200,000-per-person space flights from New Mexico if the bill failed
again.

Virgin Galactic President and CEO George Whitesides called Tuesday's
signing a vital milestone.

Copyright 2013 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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