
 

New tech aims to transform homes, shopping
in Spain

March 6 2013, by Virginie Grognou

  
 

  

A photo provided by Think Big Factory on March 4, 2013, shows a woman lying
in her bed and waving towards motion sensor controls, displayed on the wall of a
prototype of a "smart home", built in an apartment in Fuenterrabia, northern
Spain.

With a flick of the wrist, residents of a futuristic home developed in
Spain can browse Internet pages displayed on the living room walls,
switch off a giant projected alarm clock in the bedroom or transform the
entire interior into a busy streetscape or tranquil beach.

It may seem light years ahead of current "smart home" technology, but
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this prototype apartment in Fuenterrabia, a city in Spain's northern
Basque country, is far from the realms of fantasy.

In fact, the technology used to create the interactive interior is the same
as that already being used in video games.

The team behind the prototype have linked projectors which beam 
interactive applications on to walls to Kinect motion sensors, developed
by Microsoft for its X-box 360 console, thus allowing residents to
control their environment simply by waving their hands.

It seems to work like magic.

In the morning, a wave at the wall will switch off the alarm and display
your diary at the same time.

If you fancy a change of scenery, just one small gesture will splash video
on every wall, turning half of the apartment into a busy urban street or
picturesque seascape, complete with sound effects.

"The project is a working prototype of a smart home," said its creator,
Ion Cuervas-Mons, at a visual presentation of the project to AFP in
Madrid.
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https://phys.org/tags/interactive+applications/
https://phys.org/tags/motion+sensors/


 

  

This photo, released by Think Big Factory on March 4, 2013, shows a woman
standing in front of Internet pages displayed on the living room wall of a
prototype of a "smart home", built in an apartment in Fuenterrabia, northern
Spain.

"What we have done is to add a digital layer to a physical space to be
able to interact with digital information through gestures, people's
different movements," he said.

Cuervas-Mons launched the Openarch project in November 2011 and
built the prototype in his own apartment.

He now leads the Think Big Factory, a core team of five architects and
engineers, who collaborate with others to develop various products.
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"There is a general interface, which is in the living room and which
interacts with your hands," he explained.

"You go two meters away from the wall and move a type of cursor and
you can switch lights on and off, turn music on and off, launch Internet
sites, which then come up in a projection on another wall."

But the project is only 40 percent complete, he said.

"When we have finished the prototype, we will start to transform the
applications into products. That is our goal for next year," he said.

The development team want to make the system unobtrusive so that a
user can manipulate the gadgets in the most natural way possible.

Instead of trying to sell the entire interactive home system, the team
aims to develop specific products from it.

But each product would be able to communicate, allowing a buyer to
create a system for the entire house should they wish.

And homes are not the only destination for the technology, Cuervas-
Mons said.

"For example, we have been working with a large retail business and the
first sector where we might see this technology could be supermarkets,"
he said.

"This technology lets you convert non-commercial spaces into
commercial spaces. You will be able to buy anywhere. You will be able
to shop from your home, from the metro, from your car," he said. "I
think this will totally change the way we shop."

4/5



 

(c) 2013 AFP

Citation: New tech aims to transform homes, shopping in Spain (2013, March 6) retrieved 19
July 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2013-03-tech-aims-homes-spain.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

5/5

https://phys.org/news/2013-03-tech-aims-homes-spain.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

