
 

Half of all food thrown away, report claims
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An Indian labourer covers rotting wheat at Khamano village 40 kilometres from
Ludhiana on May 19, 2012. Up to half of all the food produced in the
world—two billion tonnes of it—is thrown away, according to a report.

Up to half of all the food produced in the world—two billion tonnes of
it—is thrown away, according to a report published on Thursday.

The waste is caused by poor infrastructure and storage facilities in the
developing world, and "buy-one-get-one-free" offers, and the fussiness
of consumers in the developed world, the report by the Institution of
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Mechanical Engineers said.

Every year, four billion tonnes of food is produced, but between 30
percent and 50 percent is never consumed, according to the report
entitled "Global Food; Waste Not, Want Not".

One of the worst offenders is Britain, where as much as 30 percent of
vegetables are not harvested because they are misshapen and
supermarkets will not sell them.

The report also suggests that half of the food that is bought in Europe
and the United States is thrown away by consumers.

  
 

  

A man does his shopping in a supermarket in Saint-Sebastien-sur-Loire, western
France on December 27, 2012. Up to half of all the food produced in the
world—two billion tonnes of it—is thrown away.
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Dr Tim Fox, head of energy and environment at the Institution of
Mechanical Engineers, said: "The amount of food wasted and lost around
the world is staggering.

"This is food that could be used to feed the world's growing
population—as well as those in hunger today.

"It is also an unnecessary waste of the land, water and energy resources
that were used in the production, processing and distribution of this
food.

"The reasons for this situation range from poor engineering and 
agricultural practices, inadequate transport and storage infrastructure
through to supermarkets demanding cosmetically perfect foodstuffs and
encouraging consumers to overbuy through buy-one-get-one free offers."

The report also found that 550 billion cubic metres of water is wasted
globally in growing crops that were never eaten.

The institution said the demand for water production could reach
between 10 trillion and 13 trillion cubic metres a year by 2050.

Fox said: "The UN projects that the global population will swell to 9.5
billion by 2075, meaning there will be three billion more people to feed.

"As water, land and energy resources come under increasing pressure
from competing human demands, engineers have a crucial role to play in
preventing food loss and waste by developing more efficient ways of
growing, transporting and storing foods.

"But in order for this to happen governments, development agencies and
organisations like the UN must work together to help change people's
mindsets on waste and discourage wasteful practices by farmers, food
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producers, supermarkets and consumers."

(c) 2013 AFP

Citation: Half of all food thrown away, report claims (2013, January 10) retrieved 24 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2013-01-food-thrown.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

4/4

https://phys.org/news/2013-01-food-thrown.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

