
 

T-Mobile to get Apple devices soon, iPhone
likely (Update)
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In this Friday, Sept. 21, 2012, file photo a customer tests the new iPhone 5 at the
Apple store in Hong Kong. T-Mobile will likely start carrying the iPhone next
year after its parent company, Deutsche Telekom, said it has reached a new deal
with Apple. T-Mobile USA had been the lone iPhone-less carrier among the four
national wireless companies in the U.S. Although it has been possible to use
iPhones on T-Mobile networks, customers had to provide the phones themselves.
The phones also work at much slower speeds, though T-Mobile has been
reshuffling its network to match or exceed AT&T's data speeds. (AP Photo/Kin
Cheung, File)
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(AP)—T-Mobile will likely start carrying the iPhone next year after its
parent company, Deutsche Telekom, said it has reached a new deal with
Apple.

T-Mobile USA had been the lone iPhone-less carrier among the four
national wireless companies in the U.S. Although it has been possible to
use iPhones on T-Mobile networks, customers had to provide the phones
themselves. The phones also work at much slower speeds, though T-
Mobile has been reshuffling its network to match or exceed AT&T's
data speeds.

The three larger carriers, AT&T Inc., Verizon Wireless and Sprint
Nextel Corp., already sell the iPhone, as do many smaller ones.

Deutsche Telekom AG said Thursday that T-Mobile will add Apple
products to its portfolio in the coming year. Though it didn't mention the
iPhone by name in its press release, that's the product it is most likely
referring to. It's possible T-Mobile will also sell a cellular version of the
iPad, as the three national carriers do.

Apple spokeswoman Natalie Harrison confirmed the agreement but
would not comment further. In an email, T-Mobile also wouldn't
mention the iPhone by name, saying only that more details will come "at
a later date."

T-Mobile has agreed to combine its cellphone business with MetroPCS
Communications Inc. in a deal they signed earlier this fall. The
combined company will stay No. 4 among U.S. wireless carriers, though
the combination is aimed at letting the two better compete with larger
rivals. Deutsche Telekom will hold a 74 percent stake in the combined
company. MetroPCS shareholders will own the rest. The deal awaits
government clearance.
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Copyright 2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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