
 

NASA sees Wukong struggling to survive in
South China Sea

December 28 2012

  
 

  

This image of Tropical Depression Wukong from 10:28 p.m. EST on Dec. 27
combines rainfall from NASA's TRMM satellite and the MTSAT-2 satellite. It
showed one area of moderate rainfall (yellow) falling at a rate of about 1 inch/25
mm per hour. Most of the other precipitation in the storm is lighter and
scattered. Credit: NASA/NRL
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NASA's TRMM satellite captured rainfall data on Tropical Depression
Wukong as it struggles to stay together in the South China Sea. Wukong
has been battered with wind shear for days and NASA satellite data still
shows an area of moderate rainfall within the dying storm.

NASA's Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission or TRMM satellite passed
over Tropical Depression Wukong on Dec. 28 at 0328 UTC (10:28 p.m.
EST, Dec. 27) and saw one area of moderate rainfall near the center of
circulation. That area was generating a rainfall rate of about 1 inch/25
mm per hour. Most of the other precipitation in the storm is lighter and
scattered.

On Dec. 28 at 0900 UTC (4 a.m. EST) Tropical Depression Wukong
had maximum sustained winds near 25 knots (28.7 mph/46.3 kph).
Satellite data helped pinpoint Wukong's center near 8.7 north latitude
and 111.0 east longitude, about 280 miles (322 miles/518.6 km) east of
Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam. Wukong continues to move to the west-
southwest staying south of Vietnam.

Wukong is moving around the southern edge of a ridge (elongated) area
of high pressure and being battered with moderate southeasterly vertical
wind shear. According to the forecasters at the Joint Typhoon Warning
Center (JTWC), the wind shear has exposed the low level circulation
center.

JTWC forecasters expect the depression to continue moving west-
southwest over the next day or two before finally dissipating.

Provided by NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center

Citation: NASA sees Wukong struggling to survive in South China Sea (2012, December 28)
retrieved 19 April 2024 from

2/3

https://phys.org/tags/trmm+satellite/
https://phys.org/tags/vertical+wind+shear/
https://phys.org/tags/vertical+wind+shear/
https://phys.org/tags/typhoon+warning+center/
https://phys.org/tags/typhoon+warning+center/


 

https://phys.org/news/2012-12-nasa-wukong-struggling-survive-south.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2012-12-nasa-wukong-struggling-survive-south.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

