
 

Aqua satellite sees Tropical Storm Kristy
weaken, other system developing

September 14 2012

  
 

  

This infrared image of shows a developing area of low pressure southwest of
Tropical Storm Kristy in the eastern Pacific Ocean. The image was taken on
Sept. 14 at 5:23 a.m. EDT. Purple areas indicate the strongest thunderstorms and
heaviest rainfall. Credit: Ed Olsen, NASA JPL

The Eastern Pacific Ocean has become "tropically" alive on NASA
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satellite data today, Sept. 14. NASA's Aqua satellite captured an image
of weakening Tropical Storm Kristy and another low pressure area that
is developing and has the potential to become a new tropical depression.

NASA's Aqua satellite passed over the eastern Pacific Ocean on Sept. 14
at 5:23 a.m. ED, and the Atmospheric Infrared Sounder (AIRS)
instrument captured an infrared image of Kristy and a new developing
low pressure area. The infrared data indicated the strongest
thunderstorms and heaviest rainfall were to the southeast of the center of
circulation. Wind shear from the northwest has pushed the bulk of
clouds and showers to the southeast, while the low-level center is on the
northwestern edge of a comma-shaped band of thunderstorms.

Kristy is close enough to shore to create rough seas. Ocean swells will
affect the coasts of southwestern Mexico and southern Baja California
and may cause life-threatening surf and rip-tide conditions.

On Friday, Sept. 14 at 11 a.m. EDT, Tropical Storm Kristy's maximum
sustained winds are near 50 mph (85 kmh). Kristy is located about 260
miles (415 km) southwest of the southern tip of Baja California, near
latitude 20.4 north and longitude 112.9 west. Kristy is moving west-
northwest near 10 mph (17 kmh) and a gradual turn to the northwest is
expected later on Sept. 14.

Kristy is expected to weaken to a remnant low pressure area on Sunday,
Sept. 16 because of adverse atmospheric conditions and its movement
over cooler waters.

Watching Two Other Developing Systems

It seems like the eastern Pacific Ocean is now suddenly trying to play
catch up with the Atlantic. The eastern Pacific has had 11 tropical
depressions, while the Atlantic has had 14 so far.
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Satellites are helping forecasters keep an eye on two other developing
low pressure areas to the west of Tropical Storm Kristy. The first area is
about 900 miles southwest of the southernmost tip of Baja California.
Environmental conditions are expected to improve over the weekend of
Sept. 15 as the low moves slowly westward. The low has a 50 percent
chance of development over the weekend.

The second area is located much further west and is about 1,700 miles
west-southwest of the southern tip of Baja California. Environmental
conditions are expected to become less conducive for development
during the weekend of Sept. 15, and on Sept. 14, satellite data showed
that the showers and thunderstorms associated with the low had become
more disorganized. The National Hurricane Center gives that low
pressure area a 20 percent chance of development.
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