
 

British man wins 'Twitter threat' appeal

July 27 2012, by CASSANDRA VINOGRAD

(AP) — A British man on Friday won a High Court challenge of his
conviction for tweeting that he would blow up an airport if his flight was
canceled, a ruling that had made him an Internet free speech cause
celebre.

Paul Chambers, 28, was convicted and fined 385 pounds ($605) in 2010
over the tweet that he would blow up Robin Hood Airport in northern
England, which he insisted was a joke. Thousands of Twitter supporters
retweeted Chambers' message after he was convicted with the tag "I Am
Spartacus" — a reference to the 1960 movie epic in which the titular
hero's fellow rebels all assume his identity in a gesture of solidarity.

His lawyer had argued before the High Court that if his tweet was
considered menacing, then William Shakespeare could have been
convicted for quipping, "Let's kill all the lawyers," in his play, "Henry
VI."

High Court judges on Friday overturned Chambers' conviction, saying
there was no evidence to suggest that anyone who saw the tweet found it
to be menacing or alarming.

"I am relieved, vindicated — it is ridiculous it ever got this far,"
Chambers said after the verdict.

U.K. celebrities such as broadcaster Stephen Fry and comedian Al
Murray had also voiced their support for Chambers.

1/2



 

Copyright 2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Citation: British man wins 'Twitter threat' appeal (2012, July 27) retrieved 27 April 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2012-07-uk-twitter-threat-appeal.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2012-07-uk-twitter-threat-appeal.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

