
 

NASA watching Tropical Storm Fabio head
to southern California
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When NASA's Aqua satellite passed over Tropical Storm Fabio on July 16 at
2135 UTC it saw cloud top temperatures were warming (blue) indicating
weakening. Sea surface temperature dropped below 22 Celsius (71.6
Fahrenheit). Credit: NASA JPL, Ed Olsen

Southern California's coast is already feeling rough surf from Tropical
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Storm Fabio, and as the storm draws closer it is expected to bring
scattered showers and thunderstorms as well. NASA's Aqua satellite
peered into Fabio's clouds to see what power lurks under them, and saw
only a small area of heavy rainfall remaining and the cooler waters that
Fabio is now moving through.

When NASA's Aqua satellite passed over Tropical Storm Fabio on July
16 at 2135 UTC (5:35 p.m. EDT), the Atmospheric Infrared Sounder
(AIRS) instrument captured temperatures of cloud tops and the sea
surface. Cloud top temperatures were warming indicating the strength of
uplift in the storm was decreasing and the power was going out of the
cyclone. The weakening trends is a result of ocean temperatures. When
AIRS measured the sea surface temperatures around Fabio, they had
dropped below 22 Celsius (71.6 Fahrenheit). Sea surface temperatures
of 26.6 C (80F) are needed to maintain a tropical cyclone. When Aqua
passed over Fabio early on July 17, the AIRS instrument saw the coldest
cloud top temperatures were confined to a small area east of the center
of circulation, an indication Fabio had weakened more.

On July 17 at 1500 UTC (11 a.m. EDT/8 a.m. PDT), Tropical Storm
Fabio had maximum sustained winds near 45 mph (75 kmh). Fabio was
located near latitude 22.3 north and longitude 120.5 west. Fabio is
moving toward the north near 12 mph (19 kmh). The National Hurricane
Center expects Fabio to turn to the north-northeast during the night-time
hours on July 17. Additional weakening is forecast and the National
Hurricane Center expects Fabio to fizzle to a remnant low pressure area
overnight or on Wednesday, July 18.

Despite the weakening trend in Fabio, regional warnings are in effect for
the coasts of Baja California and southern California. Fabio is
generating large swells, ripe tides and dangerous surf conditions. In
addition to rough surf, Fabio is expected to have a wet impact on
southern California. The Los Angeles area is expected to see some
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effects from Hurricane Fabio, according to the local National Weather
Service Office there. Fabio's remnants will bring a chance for some
showers and thunderstorms on Wednesday, July 18. Hurricane Fabio's
remnants are expected to impact the San Diego area late Wednesday
through early Thursday, according to the National Weather Service
(NWS). The NWS weather discussion today, July 17, noted, "Mid and
high level moisture from the remnants of hurricane Fabio will move
northward across the area bringing a slight chance of showers and
thunderstorms."
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