
 

Ancient reservoir could bring water to dry
Namibia
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Two Himba boys pour water into a tank in 2010 in the village of Okapare, near
Opuwo in northern Namibia. A stone-age underground water reservoir could
transform life in arid Namibia, a government official said Friday, holding up to
five million cubic metres of water that could supply the area for 400 years.

A stone-age underground water reservoir could transform life in arid
Namibia, a government official said Friday, holding up to five million
cubic metres of water that could supply the area for 400 years.

"If the underground water reservoir is indeed there and scientifically
proven, it would be a relief for the supply of potable water in northern
Namibia," Abraham Nehemia, under secretary for water and forestry in
Namibia's agriculture ministry, told AFP Friday.

"Tests have not been completed fully and the perceived water quantity
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not yet scientifically proven," he said.

Last week the German embassy in Namibia announced that German
experts had discovered the new underground water aquifer close to the
border with Angola.

"According to cautious estimates, the water volumes could supply the
densely populated northern region of Namibia for about 400 years at
current supply volumes," said Martin Quinger, project manager from the
German federal institute for geosciences and natural resources.

Quinger announced the discovery to the Namibia Scientific Society
earlier this month.

  
 

  

About 800,000 people live in north-central Namibia, roughly 40 percent of the
total population of 2.1 million. They receive water from the Calueque dam on
the Kunene River in southwestern Angola (pictured) via an open water canal.

"The water is of very good quality and about 10,000 years old," Quinger
said.

It gets recharged in southern Angola during the rainy seasons and slowly
flows underground towards Namibia.
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The huge aquifer lies in a depth of 280 to 350 metres (920 to 1,150 feet)
and covers an area of roughly 70 kilometres by 40 kilometres (43 miles
by 25 miles) within Namibia, he said.

The precious resource is covered by a layer of strong rock, but above
that -- still underground -- is a layer of salty water. Uncoordinated and
unauthorised drilling for the huge aquifer could threaten the good water,
according to Quinger.

The two water layers could be mixed, deteriorating the good quality of
the ancient water.

Quinger and his team of experts proposed to have the area declared a
controlled water area while research continues over the next year.

About 800,000 people live in north-central Namibia, roughly 40 percent
of the total population of 2,1 million.

They receive water from the Calueque dam on the Kunene River in
south-western Angola via an open water canal.

Over the last decade, Namibia has been looking at ways to secure water
supplies.

"If the newly discovered water supply can be confirmed, our government
can possibly also look at supplying central Namibia from there,"
Nehemia said.

The United Nations Development Programme says Namibia is the driest
country in sub-Saharan Africa.

(c) 2012 AFP
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