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NY judge grants class status in Google book
fight

June 1 2012, by LARRY NEUMEISTER

(AP) — A federal judge in New York has granted class certification to
authors challenging Internet search leader Google over its plans for the
world's largest digital library.

Judge Denny Chin ruled in a written decision Thursday that class action
is "more efficient and effective than requiring thousands of authors to
sue individually." He says requiring each author to sue Google Inc.
would risk disparate results in nearly identical lawsuits and exponentially
increase the cost of litigation.

The Authors Guild had sought class certification. Google already has
scanned more than 20 million books for the project. The judge rejected
Google's attempt to toss The Authors Guild from the case.

Mountain View, California-based Google said in a statement Thursday
that it's "confident that Google Books is fully compliant with copyright
law."

Copyright 2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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