
 

China tells embassies to stop issuing
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People look across the Hong Kong skyline shrouded by smog, 2010. China said
foreign embassies were acting illegally in issuing their own air quality readings
and that only the government could release data on the nation's heavy pollution.

China said Tuesday foreign embassies were acting illegally in issuing
their own air quality readings and that only the government could release
data on the nation's heavy pollution.

China's cities are among the world's most polluted, but until recently,
official air quality measurements regularly rated their air quality as good
-- even as data from the US embassy in Beijing showed off-the-chart
pollution.

The US embassy air quality Twitter feed gained a major following in
Beijing, and later in Shanghai when it was introduced at the US
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consulate there.

Beijing announced earlier this year it would change the way it measured
air quality to include the smaller particles experts say make up much of
the pollution in Chinese cities, after a vocal campaign.

"The monitoring and publishing of China's air quality are related to the
public interests and as such are powers reserved for the government,"
Wu Xiaoqing, vice minister of environment protection, said at a news
conference.

Wu did not name the US, but called on embassies to abide by China's
laws, saying that publishing their own air quality data was "not in
accordance with the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations".

China's air quality is among the worst in the world, international
organisations say, citing massive coal consumption and car-choked city
streets in the world's biggest auto market.

According to the latest Environmental Performance Index compiled by
Yale University, China ranked 128th out of 132 countries for air quality.

Most Chinese cities base their air-quality information on particles of 10
micrometres or larger, known as PM10, and do not take into account the
smaller particulates that experts say are most harmful to human health.

The government recently ordered 74 cities including Beijing and
Shanghai to begin monitoring small particulates -- known as PM2.5 --
and publish results this year.

Wu said in March that the new requirements would be implemented
nationwide by 2016 as China seeks to control the sources of particulates,
such as coal burning and auto emissions.

2/3

https://phys.org/tags/auto+market/
https://phys.org/tags/environmental+performance/
https://phys.org/tags/air+quality/
https://phys.org/tags/particulates/


 

(c) 2012 AFP

Citation: China tells embassies to stop issuing pollution data (2012, June 5) retrieved 28 April
2024 from https://phys.org/news/2012-06-china-embassies-issuing-pollution.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2012-06-china-embassies-issuing-pollution.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

