
 

Big and Bright Asteroid to Pass by Earth
June 14
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Asteroid 2012 LZ1 as seen by the Haleakala-Faulkes Telescope North on June
13, 2012. Credit: Nick Howes, Ernesto Guido & Giovanni Sostero. 
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An unusually large and bright near-Earth asteroid was recently
discovered and it will make its closest approach to Earth on June 14 at
about 23:10 UTC. The object is so bright, the Slooh Observatory will
attempt to have a live webcast showing the object sneaking past Earth at
about 5.3 billion km (3.35 million) miles away, or about 14 times the
distance between Earth and the Moon. The asteroid, 2012 LZ1 was
discovered by Rob McNaught and colleagues on 2012 June 10/11, and is
about 502 meters (1,650 feet) wide.

The team of Nick Howes, Ernesto Guido and Giovanni Sostero from the
Remanzacco Observatory took this image of 2012 LZ1 on June 13. They
also have an animation of the object here.

There’s no danger this asteroid will impact Earth, but it has been
classified as a Potentially Hazardous Asteroid. PHAs are asteroids larger
than approximately 100 meters that can come closer to our planet than
0.05 AU (7.4 million km, 4.65 million miles). None of the known PHAs
is on a collision course with our planet, although, as the Remanzacco
team pointed out, astronomers are finding new ones all the time.

The Slooh Observatory will use a telescope on the Canary Islands and
webcast the footage beginning at 00:00 UTC on Friday (8:00 p.m. EDT
Thursday), and the link to the webcast is events.slooh.com/ . Discoverer
Rob McNaught will be joining the webcast for commentary. McNaught
made the discovery using the Uppsala Schmidt telescope at Siding
Spring Observatory in Australia.

2012 LZ1 is just a bit smaller than asteroid 2005 YU55 (502 meters),
which made a very close flyby of Earth in November, 2011 at just
32,5087km (202,000 miles) away.

Want to try and see this asteroid for yourself? Check out the Minor
Planet Center’s ephemeris of this object, and for reference, it will be
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https://phys.org/tags/observatory/
http://remanzacco.blogspot.it/search/label/2012%20LZ1
http://events.slooh.com/
https://phys.org/tags/earth/
https://phys.org/tags/asteroid/
http://www.minorplanetcenter.net/iau/MPEph/MPEph.html


 

passing near NGC 6822 (Barnard’s Galaxy) in the constellation
Sagittarius at its time of closest approach.

Source: Universe Today

Citation: Big and Bright Asteroid to Pass by Earth June 14 (2012, June 14) retrieved 4 April
2024 from https://phys.org/news/2012-06-big-bright-asteroid-earth-june.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://www.universetoday.com
https://phys.org/news/2012-06-big-bright-asteroid-earth-june.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

