
 

OSC's Tomko to champion high-performance
computing

May 1 2012

  
 

  

The Ohio Supercomputer Center (OSC) addresses the rising computational
demands of academic and industrial research communities by providing a robust
shared infrastructure and proven expertise in advanced modeling, simulation and
analysis. For more, visit www.osc.edu. Credit: OSC

A senior researcher in computer science at the Ohio Supercomputer
Center has been designated a Campus Champion – charged with
empowering researchers and educators to advance scientific discovery
by serving as their local source of knowledge about national high
performance computing opportunities and resources.

Karen Tomko, Ph.D., was designated a Campus Champion by officials
at the Extreme Science and Engineering Discovery Environment
(XSEDE), the most advanced, powerful, and robust collection of
integrated advanced digital resources and services in the world. The 
Ohio Supercomputer Center is one of 17 XSEDE partner organizations
across the country.
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The five-year, $121-million National Science Foundation (NSF) XSEDE
project replaces and expands on the NSF TeraGrid project. More than
10,000 scientists used the TeraGrid to complete thousands of research
projects, at no cost to the scientists. That same sort of work – only in
more detail, generating more new knowledge and improving our world in
an even broader range of fields – continues with XSEDE.

"I'd like to see more researchers thinking about the problems they could
solve with ten times or 100 times more computing resources than they
are currently using, and to encourage researchers to be bolder in their
computational goals," Tomko said.

As a Campus Champion for OSC, Tomko will support the researchers
who leverage the center's resources. Through Tomko, those researchers
will have direct access to XSEDE and input to its staff, resource
allocations for the researchers, and assistance in using those resources.

Tomko will receive regular correspondence from XSEDE on new
resources, services and offerings. She also will participate in User
Services Working Group teleconferences, forums for sharing
information among other Campus Champions, and XSEDE personnel
and training at the XSEDE conference, regular meetings and through
online forums.

"Having Dr. Tomko in a position to collect and share this vital
information with our research community will help dramatically lower
the technological barriers to the access and use of extremely powerful
computing resources," said Steven Gordon, interim co-executive director
of OSC and the lead for XSEDE education programs. "This flow of
information, coupled with Karen's rich history of collaborations in 
computer science and engineering research, will prove invaluable."

Using XSEDE, researchers can establish private, secure environments
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that have all the resources, services, and collaboration support they need
to be productive. Initially, XSEDE supports 16 supercomputers and high-
end visualization and data analysis resources across the country. It also
includes other specialized digital resources and services to complement
these computers.
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