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Harvard, MIT announce online learning
partnership

May 2 2012, By DENISE LAVOIE , Associated Press

(AP) -- Harvard and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology have
joined forces to offer free online courses in a project aimed at attracting

millions of online learners around the world, the universities announced
Wednesday.

Beginning this fall, a variety of courses developed by faculty at both
institutions will be available online through the new $60 million
partnership, known as "edX."

"Anyone with an Internet connection anywhere in the world can have
access," Harvard President Drew Faust said during a news conference to
announce the initiative.

MIT has offered a program called OpenCourseWare for a decade that
makes materials from more than 2,000 classes available free online. It
has been used by more than 100 million people. In December, the school
announced it also would begin offering a special credential, known as
MITX, for people who complete the online version of certain courses.

Harvard has long offered courses to a wider community through its
extension program.

The MITx platform will serve as the foundation for the new learning
system.

MIT President Susan Hockfield said more than 120,000 people
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registered for the first course offered by MITx. She said Harvard and
MIT hope other universities will join them in offering courses on the
open-source edX platform.

"Fasten your seatbelts," Hockfield said.

Other universities, including Stanford, Yale and Carnegie-Mellon, have
been experimenting with teaching to a global audience online.

The Harvard-MIT initiative will be overseen by a not-for-profit
organization based in Cambridge, to be owned equally by the two
universities. MIT and Harvard have made commitments of $30 million
each in institutional support, grants and philanthropy to start the
collaboration.

Certificates will be given to students who pass the online courses.

Harvard and MIT also plan to use the edX platform to research how
students learn and which teaching methods and tools are most successful.

©2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Citation: Harvard, MIT announce online learning partnership (2012, May 2) retrieved 28 April
2024 from https://phys.org/news/2012-05-harvard-mit-online.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

2/2


https://phys.org/news/2012-05-harvard-mit-online.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

