
 

Electric Imp serves up plants-thirsty, lights-
on control

May 17 2012, by Nancy Owano

  
 

  

(Phys.org) -- Electric Imp wants to revive the dream of All Things
Internet with its new device launched this week. Its Imp is able to
connect devices to the Internet, where you can monitor and control
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information from your phone, mobile computer, or any other Imp-
enabled devices. The Los Altos, California, company has essentially
managed to come up with a cloud-based home automation unit. The Imp
looks like any standard user-installable SD card and is equipped with
embedded processor and Wi-Fi capability. The card’s WiFi radio
supports 802.11b/g/n, and has an integrated antenna.

Electric Imp designed the card to be inserted into a product, connecting
to the cloud service and in turn allowing the device to talk to other
devices and to communicate with the user and services via the Internet.
The cards can be programmed to control or measure anything. They can
be installed to devices using circuit boards sold by Electric Imp. The
company is talking to manufacturers as well, for the purpose of getting
slots pre-installed on various products.

Costs for an imp card would be about $25 and circuit boards, would be
between $10 and $25. Imp-enabled products will be available later this
year from a number of vendors, say reports. The company notes that its
patent-pending technology is available to license.

A developer preview bundle will ship in late June. Electric Imp says the
software uses drag-and-drop graphics to set up commands, and is easily
programmed. Preview units will be available along with developer kits.
In notes for developers, the company says software running on the Imp is
written in Squirrel, a C-like language, with extensions to communicate
with the hardware interfaces and the service.

The release signifies a turning point in the Internet of Things, says the
company, as Internet-connecting devices so far have been expensive and
of limited user benefit. The idea for the Imp stems from one of the team
members who wanted to remodel his bathroom and hook up a display
under his bathroom cabinet to WiFi to display bits of ambient
information, such as the weather forecast and share prices. Disappointed
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with the lack of tools available, he was convinced there must be a better
way of doing something like this.

Electric Imp plans to be at the Maker Faire in San Mateo, California,
which runs from May 19 to May 20.

  More information: electricimp.com
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