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Coconuts, wind and sun to power Pacific
nations

May 10 2012

A school boy escapes the heat by leaping into the lagoon on Funafuti Atoll,
Tuvalu, in 2004. Tiny Pacific nations which are most at threat from rising seas -
such as Tuvalu - have vowed to dump diesel and other dirty expensive fuels
blamed for causing global warming and replace them with clean sources.

Tiny Pacific nations which are most at threat from rising seas have
vowed to dump diesel and other dirty expensive fuels blamed for causing
global warming and replace them with clean sources.

Using coconut biofuel and solar panels, Tokelau -- which consists of
three island dots half way between New Zealand and Hawaii -- plans to
become self-sufficient in energy this year.

The leaders of other so-called small island states around the world made
commitments at a meeting this week organized by the UN Development
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Program and the Barbados government.

The Cook Islands and Tuvalu in the Pacific are aiming to get all of their
electricity from renewable sources by 2020, while St. Vincent and the

Grenadines in the Caribbean is aiming for 60 percent from renewables
by 2020.

And East Timor's government vowed that no family in its capital, Dili,
would be using firewood for cooking by 2015 and said half the country's
electricity would be from renewable sources by the end of the decade.

"I know we set ambitious targets, but it is actually exciting," Cook
Islands Prime Minister Henry Puna told AFP.

"We don't see those targets as being difficult. It is very inspiring and that
is what is motivating us to get going."

Puna said about 15 percent of the New Zealand-dependency country's
budget is spent on importing diesel oil. He has called it a "crippling
dependence".

He wants those tens of millions of dollars spent on health and social
services and education for the approximately 20,000 inhabitants of 15
islands spread over 2.2 million square kilometers (850,000 square miles)
in the Pacific.

The government plans to start converting to solar panels and wind
turbines. Already nearly all houses have solar water heaters.

Work will start on Rakahanga in the northern group of islands next year
with help from Japan. New Zealand is to fund the energy revolution in
the southern islands.
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Puna said the energy change was proposed while campaigning for a 2010
election. "We didn't realize, it but we were tapping into a reservoir of
environmental consciousness among our people. The reaction has been
fantastic.

"Somewhere in our makeup we are environmentally conscious people,
because we have learned to live off the land and off the sea, that is our
heritage, that is our tradition and we are just tapping into that again."

In North America and many European countries there has been
resistance to wind turbines sprouting up on land and sea.

"There may well be some in the Cook islands," said Puna. "But I think
once people realize and see the benefits from these instruments there
will not be too many problems."

UN studies show that oil imports account for up to 30 percent of gross
domestic product in some Pacific countries, with prices bolstered by the
huge distances it has to be carried.

Ministers at this week's meeting complained in a statement that despite
their "significant actions" to help ease global climate change,
international action has been "slow and grossly inadequate," given the
increasing threat to island nations from rising seas.

Their declaration -- adopted ahead of next month's UN Conference on
Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro -- called for the new energy
sources to be made "accessible, affordable and adaptable," so all
threatened island states can take steps to adapt.

(c) 2012 AFP
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