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Twitter turned to a US federal court in its latest effort to stop spammers
targeting the worldwide one-to-many text messaging service.

Twitter on Thursday turned to a US federal court in its latest effort to
stop spammers targeting the worldwide one-to-many text messaging
service.

Twitter sued a small cadre of what it described as "the most aggressive"
culprits behind blitzes of messages ranging from junk promotions to
frauds and even links to websites or files booby-trapped with viruses.

"Our engineers continue to combat spammers' efforts to circumvent our 
safeguards, and today we're adding another weapon to our arsenal: the
law," the San Francisco-based firm said in a blog post.

"With this suit, we're going straight to the source."
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The suit filed in a San Francisco federal court targets five spam-
generating software programs and their creators, according to Twitter.

"By shutting down tool providers, we will prevent other spammers from
having these services at their disposal," Twitter said.

"Further, we hope the suit acts as a deterrent to other spammers."

Twitter claims it is growing at a record pace, with 140 million active
users. More than 340 million terse text messages, or "tweets," are sent
daily, according to Twitter.

"As our reach expands, we become a more attractive target for
spammers," the micro-blogging service said.

"While spam is a small fraction of the incredible content you can find on
Twitter, we know just how distracting it can be."

Twitter engineers continue to ramp up the service's technical defenses,
which include analyzing whether tweeted links lead to malicious content.

(c) 2012 AFP

Citation: Twitter fights spammers with lawsuit (2012, April 6) retrieved 27 April 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2012-04-twitter-spammers-lawsuit.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/software+programs/
https://phys.org/tags/twitter/
https://phys.org/tags/tweets/
https://phys.org/tags/malicious+content/
https://phys.org/news/2012-04-twitter-spammers-lawsuit.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

