
 

Children teaching parents about Aboriginal
culture: Canadian study

April 16 2012

In a unique role reversal, children in literacy programs for indigenous
families are learning about Aboriginal culture and language and teaching
it to their parents – many of whom are missing this knowledge because
of Canada’s history of residential schools and child welfare removal
policies. This reversal is identified in a new study by researchers at the
University of British Columbia.

UBC Faculty of Education researchers Jan Hare and graduate student
Nicola Friedrich studied the role of family literacy programming for
Indigenous children and families taking part in Canada’s national
Aboriginal early intervention program, Aboriginal Head Start (AHS).

“This study suggests that for families from diverse cultural and linguistic
communities, there are multiple pathways to learning,” says Hare, who is
presenting this research at the American Educational Research
Association (AERA) annual meeting in Vancouver. “Children become
knowledge brokers, helping their parents navigate the expectations and
norms within their families, schools and communities.”

Residential schools were established across Canada from 1850 to 1950.

“The residential school system disrupted the transmission of cultural
knowledge and language from parent to child across the generations,”
says Hare, an associate professor in the Department of Language and
Literacy Education. “Today, many Aboriginal parents living in urban
areas are dislocated from their culture, language and identity.”
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The AHS program in Canada serves Aboriginal children and families in
more than 130 urban and rural communities and nearly 350 First Nations
communities.

AHS focuses on health promotion, social support, nutrition, family
involvement, school readiness and culture and language. The program
was developed as an early intervention strategy to address the learning
and developmental needs of young children living in urban, rural and
First Nations communities.

Hare, who studied the outcomes of eight AHS programs in central and
western Canadian cities, found that children were sharing what they
learned about culture and language from AHS with their parents.

“The transmission of knowledge from child to parent is significant,” says
Hare. “It flips the mainstream model that family literacy programs tend
to be based on, where parents teach children.”

Provided by University of British Columbia

Citation: Children teaching parents about Aboriginal culture: Canadian study (2012, April 16)
retrieved 9 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2012-04-children-parents-aboriginal-culture-canadian.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/parents/
https://phys.org/tags/children/
https://phys.org/news/2012-04-children-parents-aboriginal-culture-canadian.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

