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Nobel Prize-winning physicist Norman
Ramsey dies

November 7 2011

(AP) -- Norman Ramsey, who shared the 1989 Nobel Prize in physics
for his research into molecules and atoms that led to the creation of the
atomic clock, has died in Massachusetts. He was 96.

His wife says the emeritus professor of physics at Harvard University
died in his sleep at a Wayland nursing home on Friday.

Ramsey wrote in his autobiography for the Nobel Prize he shared with
Hans Dehmelt and Wolfgang Paul that he was inspired by failure in
molecular beam magnetic resonance experiments to invent a new
technique of measuring the frequency of radiation from atoms.

His method was used to develop the world's most accurate timekeeper,
the atomic clock.

Ramsey taught at Harvard for four decades. During World War II, he
worked on the Manhattan Project.

©2011 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Citation: Nobel Prize-winning physicist Norman Ramsey dies (2011, November 7) retrieved 20

May 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2011-11-nobel-prize-winning-physicist-norman-
ramsey.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private

172


https://phys.org/tags/atomic+clock/
https://phys.org/tags/world+war+ii/
https://phys.org/news/2011-11-nobel-prize-winning-physicist-norman-ramsey.html
https://phys.org/news/2011-11-nobel-prize-winning-physicist-norman-ramsey.html

PHYS 19X

study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

2/2


http://www.tcpdf.org

