
 

Women suffering from 'worst violence in
history of modern Iraq'

June 8 2011

(PhysOrg.com) -- Women have been left defenceless and at the mercy of
militia groups in the aftermath of the Iraq war in 2003 according to
research from the University of Birmingham.

The struggle taking place in Iraq and its impact on women following the
dismantling of the state has been investigated by a senior academic in
Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Birmingham
who suggests the war has had detrimental consequences for equality and
women’s rights.

Dr. Haifaa Jawad’s paper, ‘From liberation to resistance; women in Iraq’
examines the involvement of women in the resistance movement, both
Islamist and secular, through the eyes and experiences of women present
at the scene and subjected to patriarchal and political forces.

Dr. Jawad commented: “The 2003 war on Iraq which aimed among other
things, to improve human rights, has had a negative impact on women
who are now suffering the worst violence in the history of modern Iraq.
The struggle currently taking place in Iraq at the hands of militia groups
who have introduced their own laws is having a devastating impact on
women.”

Dr. Jawad will be presenting this research during a one-day conference
taking place at the University of Birmingham on Monday 27 June, where
specialists from across the country will explore the current discourse
between women, Islamism and resistance in the Middle East.
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Hosted by the Centre for Islamic Studies, ‘Women, Islamism and
resistance in the Arab world will incorporate a series of lectures
delivered by experts from universities across the country. Key themes set
to be explored include feminism in Egypt, the right of Palestinian
women to resist and Islamic doctrine and praxis in the contemporary
world.

Dr. Jawad explained: “The relationship between women and Islamism in
the Arab world is very complicated. The emergence of Islamism in
recent decades calls into question women’s rights. Some claim that
Islamism has the ability to empower women and allow them to play a
broad public role,  but whether this is actually occurring will be explored
by a group of respected specialists during this one-day event.”

Experts from the University of Birmingham and the Universities of
Cambridge, Lancaster and Westminster will be discussing and debating
the current discourse between women, Islamism and female forms of
resistance in the Arab world. Highlights will include University of
Birmingham Research Fellow Dr Laura McDonald’s exploration of
Islamist Women in the Middle East and the implications they have on
Muslim women’s activisms in the West and PhD researcher Elisabeth
Buergener’s discussion on the post-Islamist revivalism, Syrian women
and the Da’wa movement.

Provided by University of Birmingham

Citation: Women suffering from 'worst violence in history of modern Iraq' (2011, June 8)
retrieved 26 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2011-06-women-worst-violence-history-modern.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2011-06-women-worst-violence-history-modern.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

