
 

NASA sees Hurricane Beatriz 'wink' on the
Mexican coast

June 21 2011

  
 

  

The GOES-11 satellite captured this image at 1230 UTC (8:30 a.m. EDT/5:30
a.m. PDT) that shows Hurricane Beatriz on the coast of southwestern Mexico.
Note that Beatriz' eye is not visible. Credit: NASA/NOAA GOES Project

Hurricane Beatriz is skirting the southwestern Mexican coast today, June
21 and bringing heavy rains and high surf to coastal areas, including
Mexico's biggest port. NASA satellite imagery showed that Beatriz
seemed to develop an eye that opened on microwave imagery and closed
on visible imagery, appearing to give satellites a "wink."

Last night (June 20, 2011) by 8 p.m. EDT, heavy rains were spreading
over the southwestern Mexican coast. At that time, Beatriz was still a
tropical storm. By 11 p.m. EDT Beatriz had strengthened into a 
hurricane. At 5 a.m. EDT today, June 21, Beatriz' center was only 15
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miles from Manzanillo and that means the city was experiencing
hurricane-force winds and heavy rainfall because hurricane force winds
extended 25 miles from the storm's center.

Manzanillo is a city and a surrounding municipality in the Mexican state
of Colima. The city is known for tourism, deep-sea fishing, is a port of
call for cruise lines and is Mexico's busiest cargo port.

On June 20 at 17:40 UTC (1:40 p.m. EDT) the Moderate Resolution
Imaging Spectroradiometer known more commonly as "MODIS" that
flies on NASA's Terra satellite captured a visible image of Hurricane
Beatriz off the coast of western Mexico. Beatriz was a tropical storm at
that time and an eye had not yet materialized.

More than 12 hours later, microwave imagery from the Atmospheric
Infrared Sounder instrument on NASA's Aqua satellite revealed an eye
in the storm for a short time. The eye "opened" and appeared well
defined and between 20 and 20 nautical miles wide. AIRS also detected
that the cloud top temperatures in the thunderstorms surrounding the
eyewall were colder than -80 Fahrenheit!

Later this morning, that eye appeared to have "closed" on satellite
imagery from the Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellite
called GOES-11. GOES-11 is managed by NOAA, while the NASA
GOES Project at the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt,
Md. creates images and animations from the satellite, including today's
image. The GOES-11 satellite showed Hurricane Beatriz at 1230 UTC
(8:30 a.m. EDT/5:30 a.m. PDT) was on top of the coast of southwestern
Mexico. Beatriz's eye was not visible in this morning's image.

At 8 a.m. EDT (5 a.m. PDT), Hurricane Beatriz had maximum sustained
winds near 90 mph (150 kmh) with higher gusts. It was moving
northwest near 13 mph (20 kmh). Minimum central pressure is 997
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millibars. Beatriz was on the coast and its center was about 15 miles (20
km) south-southeast of La Fortuna near 19.4 North and 105.0 West. It's
now 50 miles west-northwest of Manzanillo, Mexico and moving away
after drenching the city earlier today.

Currently a hurricane warning is in effect for the coast of Mexico from
Lazaro Cardenas northwestward to Cabo Corrientes.

The National Hurricane Center noted that there's a chance that Beatriz
may strengthen a little more this morning, and once the center of the
hurricane interacts with the land of the coast it will begin weakening. In
addition, Beatriz continues to move northward into cooler sea surface
temperatures, which will also zap its strength.

Provided by NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center
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