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Cool temperatures, wet weather affecting
blueberry crop

June 1 2011

The recent cool, wet conditions in Maine may delay the state’s blueberry
crop for about a week, according to David Yarborough, University of
Maine Cooperative Extension’s blueberry specialist and UMaine
professor of horticulture.

Yarborough says the wet and windy conditions of May have increased
the incidence of mummyberry disease and made it difficult to apply the
necessary fungicides to protect the plants.

The weather conditions have also hampered pollination, Yarborough
says. Maine brings about 50,000 bee hives from Southern states in order
to pollinate the blueberry crop, but colder temperatures mean bees stay
in their hives. A few warm days are needed for adequate pollination.
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