
 

Lockheed Martin hit by cyber attack

May 29 2011, By LOLITA C. BALDOR , Associated Press

Hackers launched a "significant and tenacious" cyber attack on
Lockheed Martin, a major defense contractor holding highly sensitive
information, but its secrets remained safe, the company said Saturday.

Lockheed Martin, the Department of Homeland Security and the
Pentagon confirmed that the contractor's information systems had come
under attack. Lt. Col. April Cunningham, speaking for the Defense
Department, said the impact on the Pentagon "is minimal and we don't
expect any adverse effect."

Still, the concerted attempt to breach the contractor's systems
underscored the risk to the nation's critical defense data. Chris Ortman,
Homeland Security spokesman, said his agency and the Pentagon were
working with the company to determine the breadth of the attack and
"provide recommendations to mitigate further risk."

Lockheed Martin said in a statement that it detected the May 21 attack
"almost immediately" and took countermeasures. As a result, "our
systems remain secure; no customer, program or employee personal data
has been compromised." The company's security team is still working to
restore employee access to the targeted network. Neither Lockheed
Martin nor the federal agencies revealed specifics of the attack.

©2011 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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