
 

Hurricane season starting with high US,
Caribbean risk
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A trucks drives along a flooded street during a hurricane in Florida. The Atlantic
hurricane season kicks off Wednesday with elevated threats to the United States
and nations around the Caribbean, the latest forecasts show.

The Atlantic hurricane season kicks off Wednesday with elevated threats
to the United States and nations around the Caribbean, the latest
forecasts show.

The season officially begins June 1 and runs to November 30, and will
feature atmospheric conditions which experts predict will lead to
formation of 12 to 18 named tropical storms, of which six to 10 could
become hurricanes, according to the US National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

NOAA predicts between three and six major hurricanes of Category 3
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intensity or higher on the five-level Saffir-Simpson hurricane wind scale.

Skies were generally calm across the Atlantic on Tuesday, and NOAA
and other meteorological websites predicted no drama in the opening
days of the season. The peak Atlantic storm period is August to early
October.

This season is predicted to surpass the historical average of 11 tropical
storms -- which have winds between 39 and 73 miles (63 to 117
kilometers) per hour -- and six hurricanes, including two major Category
3 hurricanes with sustained winds of 111 miles (178 km) per hour or
greater, according to NOAA.

Along the southeastern United States, which counted itself lucky in 2010
with no major hurricanes making landfall, some 37 million people --
living in coastal areas between the Gulf state of Texas and North
Carolina, halfway up the US East Coast -- are at risk from powerful
hurricanes.

According to an April study by experts at Colorado State University,
chances of a major hurricane pounding US shores this year stand at 72
percent, well above the average of 52 percent.

There is also a 61-percent chance that a major hurricane makes landfall
in the Caribbean, according to the experts.

With a total of 12 hurricanes, the 2010 season left hundreds dead in
floods and mudslides in Central America and the Caribbean, where they
destroyed homes and infrastructure and devastated crops.

Among the worst of the year was Hurricane Tomas, a late-season 
cyclone that churned over the eastern Caribbean island of St. Lucia
before battering Haiti and drenching Costa Rica. At least 57 people were
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killed.

The season was particularly ruthless in Central America, which
experienced its worst rainy season in half a century, with floods and
mudslides that killed over 300 people, mainly in Honduras, Guatemala
and El Salvador.

The first tropical storm of the 2011 season will be named Arlene,
according to US authorities, who use an A-to-Z system for naming
storms.

(c) 2011 AFP
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