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US House votes to curb climate regulation

April 72011

The US House of Representatives on Thursday approved a bill aimed at
preventing the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) from regulating
greenhouse gases blamed for global warming.

The US House of Representatives on Thursday approved a bill aimed at
preventing the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) from regulating
greenhouse gases blamed for global warming.

The 255-172 vote in the Republican-held chamber came a day after the
Democratic-led Senate rejected such a move, making it highly unlikely
lawmakers will actually move to curb EPA's regulatory powers.

US President Barack Obama has already signaled he opposes such a step,
but Republicans have said EPA's moves to limit such emissions could
dampen job creation as the economy drags itself out of the worst
downturn in 80 years.
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Republicans have also sought to tie the measure to a sharp rise in
gasoline prices, saying new restrictions would drive energy costs sharply
higher.

The US House of Representatives approved a cap-and-trade bill to fight
climate change in 2009, but the Senate never approved such a measure.
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