
 

Sony buys Hawk-Eye sports ball tracking
firm

March 8 2011

  
 

  

Japanese technology and entertainment giant Sony has bought Hawk-Eye, the
British-based firm whose computer systems assist umpires and track the path of
balls in sports such as tennis and cricket.

Japanese technology and entertainment giant Sony has bought Hawk-
Eye, the British-based firm whose computer systems assist umpires and
track the path of balls in sports such as tennis and cricket.

The two firms did not disclose the value of the transaction, but the
Nikkei newspaper estimated it to be worth "several billion yen" (tens of
millions of dollars).

Sony will use Hawk-Eye's know-how, technology and business network
in the sports industry to improve its sports-related products, such as IT
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solutions for sports arenas, the company said in a statement dated
Monday.

"Hawk-Eye presents Sony with the opportunity to acquire a small,
innovative company with unique knowledge and excellent growth and
synergies potential," Naomi Climer, vice-president of Sony Europe, said
in the statement.

The deal will complement Sony's existing business portfolio for sports
professionals, such as IT solutions for stadiums, venues and
broadcasters, said Climer.

Sony is a major sponsor of many sports events and offers a full line of
equipment for sports media professionals.

Hawk-Eye was launched in 1999 and its technology has helped
transform global sports coverage on TV to become the reference
standard for ball tracking and graphics in sports such as tennis, cricket,
and snooker.

It can be used to provide instant graphic replays that help determine
whether the ball was in or out during tennis matches or inform key
umpire decisions in cricket.

"Our skills and established knowledge coupled with Sony's breadth of
capabilities and technologies will create immense opportunities for the
sports industry," Paul Hawkins, founder of Hawk-Eye, said in the
statement.

(c) 2011 AFP

Citation: Sony buys Hawk-Eye sports ball tracking firm (2011, March 8) retrieved 19 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2011-03-sony-hawk-eye-sports-ball-tracking.html

2/3

https://phys.org/tags/sony/
https://phys.org/news/2011-03-sony-hawk-eye-sports-ball-tracking.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://www.tcpdf.org

