
 

Astronaut twins reunited after 5 months
apart
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In this Thursday, March 17, 2010 picture, Expedition 26 Commander Scott
Kelly, left, is reunited with his twin brother, Mark Kelly following a flight back
to Ellington Field in Houston from Kustanai, Kazakhstan. Scott Kelly landed in
Kazakhstan on March 16 with his Russian crewmates in the Soyuz TMA-01M
spacecraft after 159 days in space, 157 days on the International Space Station.
Mark Kelly is in the final weeks of training as Commander of the final flight of
Endeavour, STS-134, that will spend more than a week docked to the ISS.
Endeavour is targeted for launch on April 19, 2011. (AP Photo/NASA, Rob
Navias)

(AP) -- Astronaut Scott Kelly is back home reunited with his twin
astronaut brother, after a five-month space station mission that was
marred by the shooting of his congresswoman sister-in-law.

Kelly hurried back to Houston on Thursday, just a day after landing in

1/3



 

Kazakhstan aboard a Russian capsule. He was immediately reunited with
identical twin Mark, who's married to Rep. Gabrielle Giffords.

Giffords is recuperating in Houston from a gunshot wound to the head.
She was shot Jan. 8 while meeting with constituents in Tucson, Ariz. The
tragedy occurred three months into Scott Kelly's stay at the International
Space Station.

Scott Kelly, who served as station commander, said he called his brother
as much as he could from orbit, but satellite coverage for phone calls
was sporadic. That's why he couldn't wait to be reunited.

"Just seeing him and talking to him and seeing how he's doing," he said
in a NASA interview conducted within hours of his touchdown with two
Russian crewmates.

Mark Kelly is the commander of NASA's next shuttle flight. Endeavour
is due to blast off for the final time April 19.

Scott Kelly said the shooting, "without a doubt," was the low point of his
159-day mission. "Shocking, very sad, tragic," he said.

"It certainly was difficult," Scott Kelly said about being stuck in space
when the shooting occurred.

But as military pilots, he noted, they are trained to put personal issues
aside and focus on their job.

"So although I would have preferred to be able to help him in person and
assist as best I could, I recognize that my place was on the space station,"
he said.

The high of his mission: overseeing all the visiting spacecraft, especially
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shuttle Discovery's recently completed visit. Discovery - making its final
voyage before retirement - returned from the station last week.

Kelly returned to Earth wearing a turquoise wristband for his sister-in-
law that had been delivered by Discovery's crew. The wristband has a
peace sign, a heart and her nickname Gabby.

©2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Citation: Astronaut twins reunited after 5 months apart (2011, March 21) retrieved 5 May 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2011-03-astronaut-twins-reunited-months.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2011-03-astronaut-twins-reunited-months.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

