
 

Apple CEO Steve Jobs to be deposed

March 22 2011

(AP) -- Apple Inc. CEO Steve Jobs, who is currently out on medical
leave, will be deposed to testify in an antitrust suit related to its iPod
music players and iTunes store.

In a Monday filing in the U.S. district court for the Northern District of
California in San Jose, Magistrate Judge Howard R. Lloyd ordered Jobs
could answer questions for two hours about RealNetworks Inc.'s
Harmony technology. This technology was rolled out in 2004 and briefly
allowed songs sold by RealNetworks' online music store to be played on
iPods, despite Apple's use at the time of encryption technology to
prevent this. Apple issued an iPod and iTunes software update shortly
thereafter that disabled this interoperability.

The court found that "Jobs has unique, non-repetitive, firsthand
knowledge" about the issue, the judge said.

The order stems from a 2005 class action suit led filed against Apple, led
by Thomas Slattery, alleging Apple's use of FairPlay encryption
technology gave it a monopoly on the digital player and audio download
markets.

Before 2009, Apple used FairPlay on songs bought from its iTunes
music store to stop users from making unauthorized copies of tracks.
FairPlay limited the playing of these songs to iPods, which meant users
with other types of digital music players could not play them, and made
it so that other digital music purchases with their own copy-preventing
encryption couldn't be played on an iPod. Users have always been able to
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copy their own songs from CDs into iTunes and move that music onto
their iPods.

Apple spokeswoman Kristin Huguet said the company would not
comment on ongoing litigation.

Jobs, 56, has been on medical leave since January, when he announced
that he would take his third leave of absence in seven years to focus on
his health. During those years, he has survived a rare but curable form of
pancreatic cancer and undergone a liver transplant.

Jobs emerged from his leave on March 2 to unveil the company's latest 
tablet computer, the iPad 2.

©2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Citation: Apple CEO Steve Jobs to be deposed (2011, March 22) retrieved 24 April 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2011-03-apple-ceo-steve-jobs-deposed.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/apple/
https://phys.org/tags/medical+leave/
https://phys.org/tags/liver+transplant/
https://phys.org/tags/tablet+computer/
https://phys.org/news/2011-03-apple-ceo-steve-jobs-deposed.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

