
 

US tweaks China over web-erasing
diplomat's name
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In this Jan. 19, 2011 file photo, outgoing U.S. Ambassador to China Jon
Huntsman is seen at the White House in Washington. The U.S. is tweaking China
for its online blocking of the American ambassador's name. Searches
Huntsman's name in Chinese on a popular microblogging site called Sina Weibo
were met with a message Friday that said results were unavailable due to
unspecified "laws, regulations and policies." (AP Photo/Charles Dharapak, File)

(AP) -- The U.S. is tweaking China for its online blocking of the
American ambassador's name.

Searches for Ambassador Jon Huntsman's name in Chinese on a popular
microblogging site called Sina Weibo were met with a message Friday
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that said results were unavailable due to unspecified "laws, regulations
and policies."

Huntsman, a Republican, is leaving his post and is seen as a potential
White House contender in 2012.

State Department spokesman P.J. Crowley said in a Twitter posting
Saturday that "it is remarkable" that even before Huntsman leaves
Beijing, "China has made him disappear from the Internet."

China apparently widened its Internet policing after online calls for
protests like those that have swept the Middle East.

©2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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