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Season's greetings: NASA views the change
of seasons

December 21 2010

The change of seasons is vividly displayed in four satellite images of Lake
George, New York, from the Advanced Spaceborne Thermal Emission and
Reflection Radiometer instrument on NASA's Terra spacecraft. Image credit:
NASA/GSFC/METI/ERSDAC/JAROQOS, and U.S./Japan ASTER Science Team

(PhysOrg.com) -- The change of seasons on Earth has been a cause for
celebration since time immemorial. Caused by the tilt of Earth's axis
relative to its orbital plane around the sun, seasons have profound
changes on our weather and climate.

When seasons change, nature reacts differently, depending on location.

Temperatures change, rain or snow falls, rivers may flood, to name just a
few effects.
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From space, NASA satellites record the change of seasons. Satellite
images show large parts of the landscape at one time. They help
scientists study regional patterns on Earth. These images also help show
bigger changes that may occur over many years.

A new slide show, "The Change of Seasons: Views from Space," shows
some of the ways seasonal change affects our planet, and invites you to
share your own photos of seasonal change where you live:

www. Jpl.nasa.gov/education/seasons.cfm .
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