
 

Minnesota blizzard caught by Terra satellite
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The upper Midwest was hit by a powerful winter storm this past
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weekend as more than 17 inches of snow brought down the roof to the
Metrodome football complex in Minneapolis. NASA's Terra satellite
flew over the upper Midwest the next day and captured an image of that
snowy blanket left behind.

When NASA's Terra satellite flew over the upper Midwest on Sunday,
Dec. 12 the Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS)
instrument captured an image at 17:20 UTC (12:20 p.m. EST). The
MODIS Image was created by the MODIS Rapid Response Team at
NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md.

The image clearly shows the snowy blanket on the ground that covered
South Dakota, southern Minnesota, eastern Iowa, northern Illinois,
southern Wisconsin and Indiana. In the satellite image, northern
Minnesota appears darker because there was less snowfall. The snow
storm mostly affected the lower half of the state, which appears as a
brighter white in the image.

The National Weather Service (NWS) reported that 17.1 inches of snow
fell in Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota on Saturday. Some of the
suburbs of the twin cities reported as much as 21 inches of snow. NWS
also noted that 60 mph wind gusts caused high snow drifts there and the
Minneapolis airport was even closed for several hours on Dec. 11.

On Sunday, Dec. 12, the National Weather Service had issued blizzard
warnings for northwestern Illinois, eastern Iowa, northern Michigan, and
southeast Wisconsin. Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, Minnesota and South
Dakota reported road closures due to snow and accidents this weekend.
On Monday morning the cleanups continued.
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https://phys.org/tags/terra+satellite/
https://phys.org/tags/moderate+resolution+imaging+spectroradiometer/
https://phys.org/tags/snow/
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