
 

5 rare Sumatran elephants found dead in
Indonesia

November 28 2010

(AP) -- Five endangered Sumatran elephants have been found dead in
Indonesia, and conservationists said Sunday that they suspect farmers
poisoned the animals to stop them from damaging crops.

The elephants - four females and one male all under the age of 5 - were
found dead late Friday in Riau province on Sumatra island, said Edi
Susanto, a government conservationist.

Susanto suspects that owners of nearby palm oil plantations used cyanide
to poison the animals, which are known for damaging crops. He said an
investigation is under way and samples from the dead elephants have
been sent for analysis.

"We have told the district heads in Riau province to ban farmers from
tending crops in the woods where the elephants search for food,"
Susanto said.

Only 3,000 Sumatran elephants are believed to remain in the wild, a
number that dwindles each year with poaching and killing by farmers
angry over crop losses. The animals are prized by poachers for their
ivory tusks.

©2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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