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Bloomberg to promote electric taxis in cities

November 6 2010, By MIN LEE , Associated Press

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, left, speaks as Toronto Mayor David
Miller listens at a news conference in Hong Kong Friday, Nov. 5, 2010.
Bloomberg has praised Chinese cities for taking part in a climate change
coalition that he is set to lead, saying he is heartened that they are no longer
blinded by the pursuit of economic growth. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)

(AP) -- City authorities are often better placed than national
governments to combat climate change, New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg said Saturday, vowing to promote the use of electric taxis as
he takes over the leadership of a global coalition of major cities.

The billionaire mayor urged delegates at the C40 conference in Hong
Kong to wield the power of its large collective population, which

accounts for about 1 in 12 people in the world.

C40 1s a coalition of 40 cities. It was founded in 2005 with the aim of
reducing carbon emissions. Nineteen other cities are affiliate members.
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Those cities' huge car and taxi populations mean they have a huge role to
play to cutting emissions, Bloomberg said. The 19 of the C40 cities
where statistics were available are home to more than 20 million cars
and 25 member city governments represented in the coalition have
oversight of taxi fleets controlling more than 1 million cabs.

"Think of that - a million-plus autos, the most iconic vehicles in our
downtowns, that we can start to work together to make more efficient
and less polluting," he said.

He suggested that cities could agree on common taxi designs and place
orders for the vehicles together - although he acknowledged later in
comments to reporters that there would be practical difficulties in
introducing the same electric taxis, because of differences in economics,
regulations and safety standards.

But he said he is hopeful that cities with similar standards will work
together.

"We've seen, I think again and again, how national governments have
struggled, both at home and at the international stage, to take climate
change actions," the mayor said in his speech. "Together, we have to fill
the vacuum of leadership ourselves."

Global climate talks have stalled, with rich and poor countries at odds
over how to split the burden of emission cuts and how to verify them.
Most countries already say a binding treaty is unlikely at the upcoming
U.N. climate conference in Cancun later this month.

Bloomberg, the founder of the financial information company by the
same name, is a firm believer in the executive powers of city
government, referring to the practice of installing energy-efficient
electrical equipment in old buildings.
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"Most of the things we talk about to improve the environment in New
York City - it's a building code. That's a city function," he said.

Bloomberg, who succeeds Toronto Mayor David Miller as C40
chairman, also promised to improve information-sharing among cities
during his two-year term by providing comparative studies of cities with
similar characteristics.

The mayor, who takes the subway to work in New York, was scheduled
to ride its Hong Kong counterpart later Saturday before returning home
in the evening.

©2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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