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The Microsoft logo is displayed over the Microsoft booth at the Las Vegas
Hilton on January 2010. Packaged software king Microsoft and cloud computing
prince Salesforce.com are duelling in US courts, with each accusing the other of
violating its patented technology.

Packaged software king Microsoft and cloud computing prince
Salesforce.com are duelling in US courts, with each accusing the other
of violating its patented technology.

The legal battle comes as Microsoft strives to adapt to a trend toward
programs being offered as services in the Internet "cloud" instead of
being purchased and then installed and maintained on people's
computers.

Microsoft built its fortune selling software such as Office, Outlook, and
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Windows while San Francisco-based Salesforce has become a prospering
poster child for a new era of cloud computing.

Microsoft has introduced an Azure cloud computing platform for its
"live services" offered on the Internet.

Salesforce on Thursday filed a patent-infringement lawsuit against
Microsoft in apparent retaliation for similar litigation that the US
technology colossus filed against Salesforce in May.

"It's a normal response," said analyst Rob Enderle of Enderle Group in 
Silicon Valley. "Salesforce is trying to create some balance so there is
reason for Microsoft to come to the table and negotiate."

Microsoft's legal filing accuses Salesforce of infringing on nine patents.

"Defendant's infringement of the Microsoft patents-in-suit is willful and
deliberate, entitling Microsoft to enhanced damages and reasonable
attorney fees and costs," the company said in court documents.

In a similarly worded counter-suit filed Thursday, Salesforce lawyers
accuse Microsoft of violating five of the firm's patents in offerings
including Windows Live online services and its new Windows 7
operating system.

Both suits demand jury trials and cash damages.

"Usually, the larger, better funded company wins in this kind of battle,"
Enderle said. "Microsoft is saying that Salesforce is using its core patents
and they tend to protect those vigorously."

Microsoft has a much more extensive portfolio of patents to bring to a
legal fight over intellectual property, according to the analyst.
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https://phys.org/tags/cloud+computing/
https://phys.org/tags/computing+platform/
https://phys.org/tags/patent+infringement/
https://phys.org/tags/lawsuit/
https://phys.org/tags/silicon+valley/
https://phys.org/tags/microsoft/


 

(c) 2010 AFP

Citation: Microsoft in legal duel with cloud computing star Salesforce (2010, June 26) retrieved
26 April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2010-06-microsoft-legal-duel-cloud-star.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2010-06-microsoft-legal-duel-cloud-star.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

